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Ms L R Mbuyazi to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry: 

Whether the Government had studied the newly released Report of the World Commission on Dams with a view to unreservedly implementing the new framework for decision-making as suggested in the report; if not, why not; is so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes.  The Report of the World Commission on Dams entitled:  “Dams and Development:  A new Framework for Decision Making” is a comprehensive review of experiences at large dams all over the world focusing mostly on countries with enough water.  Based on this review, a policy framework for development of water and energy resources was proposed.  This report addresses a wide spectrum of issues related to development, such as comprehensive options assessment, recognition of entitlements of affected persons, sustainability of rivers, monitoring, addressing of existing dams and the sharing of water resources between countries.  Generally speaking, the recommendations contained in this report correspond to fairly standard procedures already followed during the various phases of development of dams, e.g. planning, design, etc.

The emphasis of this report is largely on the negative aspects of large dams, supporting the growing opposition to dams by affected communities world-wide.  South Africa is, however, a semi-arid country with limited water resources.  Here very little sustainable development would have been possible without an assured supply of water from large dams.  Dams in the Vaal and Orange Rivers assure a continuous supply of water to the heartland of the country from river systems that normally have very little flow outside the rainy season.  Development in major cities like Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, Bloemfontein and many others would have been severely impeded due to a shortage of water, were it not for these dams, or alternatively very expensive sea water desalination or water reclamation plants would have had to be built to meet the water needs of these cities and this would also have had negative economic impacts on development.

The challenge we are faced with is to ensure that South Africa’s water resources are protected, used, developed, conserved, managed and controlled in a sustainable and equitable manner for the benefit of all persons.
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For recent projects of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, the principles recommended by the World Commission on Dams have largely been adhered to.  The majority of the issues raised by this Commission in its report are already acknowledged in policy development and implementation in response to the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998) and national environmental legislation.  To fully comply with all recommendations contained in this report of the World Commission on Dams, will require substantial additional resources to, for example, address extended monitoring programmes and the situation at existing dams.  For South Africa this report of the Commission does provide a checklist of best practice, but not a list for compliance.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is co-organising with other role-players, including non-governmental organisations, a symposium to discuss the implications of this report of the World Commission on Dams for South Africa.  The main objective of this multi-disciplinary forum is to formulate the way forward for water resource development in South Africa.  The symposium is scheduled for 23 and 24 July 2001 at the Eskom Conference Centre in Midrand, Gauteng.

