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Ms L R Mbuyazi to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


Whether his department constructed the Paris Dam on the Bivane River between Vryheid and Paulpietersburg in KwaZulu-Natal; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, who will be the beneficiaries of this dam, with particular reference to the rural community?
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REPLY:

No.  The Paris Dam, a private dam on the Bivane River, a tributary of the Pongola River, was built by the Impala Irrigation Board, now the Impala Water User Association at a cost of some R200 million.

The main purpose of the Dam was to increase the level of assurance of supply to the 14 000 hectares (ha) of existing irrigation at Pongola.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry provided an amount of R32 million towards the financing of the project in order to have the capacity of the Dam increased to provide additional storage to stabilise the resource for the supply of potable water to approximately 260 000 people in the Simdlangentsha area south of Swaziland and approximately 70 emerging irrigation farmers to be settled on a newly established area of 700 ha adjacent to the existing scheme.

So far, with the assistance of my Department, which provided a subsidy to the amount of R2 million, the Impala Water User Association and the Provincial Department of Agriculture in KwaZulu-Natal, nearly 50 emerging farmers have been settled on an area of 506 ha in extent, many of whom are already harvesting their first crops.

Phases 1 and 1A of the Simdlangetsha Community Water Supply Scheme have been completed by the Water Board in that area, Mhlathuze Water and the Scheme supplies water to approximately 46 000 people.  Business Plans for Phase 2 of the Scheme are currently being compiled.
