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Mr G B D McIntosh to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

How many municipalities (a) were and (b) were not supplying the 6 000 litres of free water per month to residents as at 1 September 2002?
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REPLY:

(a)
As at 16 September 2002, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s Free Basic Water (FBW) monitoring programme captured 165 local municipalities (Category B) where people were being provided with free basic water.  This includes the areas of local municipalities where the District Municipality is the service provider.  District Municipalities are, therefore, not shown, to avoid double counting.  All six metropoles (Category A) are also at present implementing the policy.  

(b)
There are currently 66 local municipal areas where implementation has not yet commenced.  These areas are the focus of my Department’s intensive local government support programme where financial modelling and technical guidance are being provided to councillors and officials to enable them to develop their own local strategies to implement the policy effectively and sustainably.

Provincial summary of local municipalities where FBW is being implemented (as at 16 September 2002)

PROVINCE
METRO

(Category A)
LOCAL COUNCIL

(Category B)

Western Cape
1
  24

Eastern Cape
1
  23

Northern Cape
-
  20

Free State
-
  20

Gauteng
3
    6

North West
-
  15

Mpumalanga
-
  14

KwaZulu-Natal
1
  25

Limpopo
-
  18

TOTAL
6
165

The above table has taken into consideration cross border local councils and therefore there is no double counting of local councils across provinces.

