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133.
Mr M A Maphalala (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


Whether historically disadvantaged farmers now have access to water from the Loskop Valley irrigation scheme;  if not, why not?
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REPLY:

Through the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry puts a high premium on assisting historically disadvantaged communities to get equitable access to irrigated agriculture.  The Department's programme of financial assistance provides very strong incentives for developing irrigation schemes for historically disadvantaged farmers.

In the case of the Loskop Irrigation Scheme in the Groblersdal area of the Limpopo Province, all available irrigation water has been allocated already.  In such a case, the only legal way to get access to irrigation water from the Scheme, is by buying an existing farm that has already been scheduled under the Scheme.  This has already been done through Government assistance by two groups on the Loskop Scheme, comprising 41 historically disadvantaged farmers, farming on a total area of 211 hectares under irrigation.

This Scheme comprises the Loskop Government Water Scheme of which the function to operate, maintain and refurbish the canal distribution system was transferred to a Water User Association.  The Department remains the owner of the scheme infrastructure and the incentives in place to promote the access of historically disadvantaged farmers to irrigated farming on the scheme, comprise financial assistance in the way of operational subsidies payable to the Association.  These operational subsidies will be phased out for the emerging farmers, over a five year period, on the charges related to operating and maintaining the Scheme as imposed by the Association.

