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Mr Kgosi L C Mothiba to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry: 

(a) How many catchment management agencies have been established in accordance with the provisions of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998), (b) what are the boundaries of each agency, (c) when was each agency established and (d) how many jobs have been created by these agencies?
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REPLY:

To date, no catchment management agencies (CMAs) have been established in terms of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998).  The country has been divided up into 19 water management areas and the National Water Act, 1998 provides for the establishment of a CMA in each of these areas.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry received the first proposal to establish a CMA, this being for the Inkomati Water Management Area, late last year.  It is envisaged that an Advisory Committee will be established by the end of this year to advise me with regard to the selection of the governing board members.  Whilst the National Water Act, 1998 provides for stakeholders and interested parties to initiate the process to establish these agencies, my Department’s regional offices are largely playing the lead role in facilitating these processes.  Proposals have been submitted for informal review by my Department’s KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng Regional Offices for the establishment of a CMA for the Mvoti to Umzimkulu Water Management Area and for the Crocodile-Marico Water Management Area, respectively.  Other proposals expected during the course of this year are for the establishment of CMAs for the Tugela Water Management Area in KwaZulu-Natal and for the Breede Water Management Area in the Western Cape.  The roll out for the rest of the country is following the targets set in terms of the implementation of the National Water Act, 1998.
