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1068.
Mr D G Mkono to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
(a) What infrastructure his department or entities reporting to it (i)  have developed in each of the latest three financial years or (ii)  intend developing each year in the remainder of the medium-term expenditure framework cycle, (b)  what was the cost of each such project and (c)  where is each such project located;

(2)
(a) what infrastructure does his department or entities reporting to it currently require in each province to fulfil its or their line function duties, (b)  where is such infrastructure required and (c)  what will be the cost of such infrastructure;

(3)
whether his department or entities reporting to it require any infrastructure which falls outside its or their line function, for example access roads or reticulation;  if so, what are the relevant details in respect of (a)  location, (b)  type of infrastructure, (c)  cost and (d)  responsible department;

(4)
whether his department or entities reporting to it have requested the infrastructure referred to in paragraphs (2) and (3);  if not, why not;  if so, (a)  when, (b)  to whom was the request made and (c )  what was the outcome of the request in each case?
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REPLY:

(1)
The question that the honourable Member has put to me requires the provision of comprehensive information and it is not possible to provide the answers in the same sequence and the format as contained in the question.  In my response I will provide as much detail possible, but I will also be providing the honourable Member with detailed information in tabular form, which I trust, when read together with this reply, will allow him to form a clear picture.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry consists of many Chief Directorates and Directorates each with its own programme and budget.  These Departmental programmes deal with the planning and development of both water resources and water services infrastructure.  In addition, more than 200 water user associations and irrigation boards plus a number of water boards, which fall under the control of my Department, develop their own infrastructure.  My Department, however, does not have information readily available on the infrastructure planned and developed by these entities.

The honourable Member has indicated that he is primarily interested in information on the development of water services infrastructure and in my reply I will be providing information specifically in relation to the development of water services infrastructure under the Community Water Supply and Sanitation (CWSS) Programme of my Department (Programme 5).  This programme covers projects, which are mainly implemented on behalf of my Department by implementing agents such as district municipalities, water boards and through the BoTT (Build, operate, Train and Transfer) Programme.  The CWSS Programme is the successor to the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) and consists of close to 2 000 projects, which have been completed or are in various stages of completion.  Most of these projects  are  for  actual  infrastructure,  but  some cover soft issues such as 
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capacity building.  As this is a nation-wide programme, it covers all nine provinces and details of the projects (such as the cost and location) are contained in the annual reports for the previous two years plus the current financial delegation for the current year.  As the project selection for each year follows a laid down process with involvement from all stakeholders, the list for next year is being developed and is only scheduled for completion by 15 December 2002.

The documentation that I will be providing to the honourable Member will contain the details for the financial years 1999/2000, 2000/2001 and 2001/2002.

Parts (2),(3) and (4) of the question are not relevant here.

(2)
My Department has investigated the necessity for the development of a number of major government water schemes comprising dams, and where necessary associated infrastructure, such as pumping stations, pipelines and canals to meet current and future needs for water.  Details of such schemes are contained in the Proposed First Edition of the National water Resource Strategy: August 2001, which is available at all the regional offices of my Department, including Head Office or on my Department’s website at www.dwaf.go.za
(3)
There is no specific case where this situation exists that my Department and I are aware off.  However, it should be pointed out that the lack of adequate infrastructure, particularly in the former homelands such as the Transkei, does make the execution of my Department’s duties difficult in some cases.  This applies to my Department’s core function and no doubt to the CWSS Programme, but as indicated above, it is not possible to provide any specific cases.  It should be noted that with specific reference to the CWSS Programme, that the Integrated Development Planning process would identify such issues, but this is the responsibility of local government.

(4)
Falls away.

