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1739.
Mr B G Bell to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether the village of Linbageni (Vaalbank) in the municipality of Dr J S Moroko, Mpumalanga, ever had a supply of running water; if so, (a) when and (b) why was it stopped; if not, 

(2)
whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps to provide running water to the village; if not, why not; if so, what steps? 
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes.  The village of Linbageni (Vaalbank) in the Municipality of Dr J S Moroko, Mpumalanga, did have an adequate supply of running water in the past.

(1)(a)
In 1984 a small reservoir (0,5 megalitre (Ml)), commensurate to the population of the time, was constructed and commissioned.  With the rapid growth of the population (at present estimated at approximately 20 000), the area was directly connected to the reticulation system, which includes the villages of Kameelrivier, although insufficient running water is currently available and being supplied to the village.

(1)(b)
The supply of running water has not been stopped, although the supply has been interrupted due to various reasons that are being addressed through a study on water conservation and water demand management, which seeks to determine if water in the whole of the Western Highveld region of Mpumalanga is adequate (based on present norms).

(2)
Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has taken the following steps to provide running water to the village:

· A possibility was investigated into the blending of water from an adjacent spruit with water from the Weltevreden Purification Plant, and this was found to pose a health risk and abandoned.

· District Advisory Forum co-ordinators were deployed into the Vaalbank village to help determine which portions of the village were the most acutely affected.  As a result, four tanks were installed at strategic spots to alleviate the situation and a regular tanker fill-up supply implemented.

-2-

· A project, planned and co-ordinated through the Integrated Development Planning process will be implemented in due course.  The Business Plan has been approved for the construction of a five Ml reservoir with a 48 hour storage capacity, which will receive water directly from the treatment/purification works.  A total amount of R3 million is available, while the balance of R2 million will be sourced through the Consolidated Municipal Infrastructure Programme.  The consultant has commenced with designs, while the project is envisaged to be completed in eight months’ time.  Materials (pipes) are being provided by my Department from pipes donated by the Chinese Government.

