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(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 14)

Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry

What percentage of the paper product industry in South Africa is currently owned by (a) two companies collectively (names furnished), (b) the State, (c) smaller private enterprises and individuals and (d) small or micro-growers?
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REPLY:

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry regulates the forestry sector and does not regulate the pulp, paperboard or paper conversion sectors.  These fall under the broad responsibilities of the Department of Trade and Industry since that Department regulates industry as a whole, including the matter of competition.  My Department is willing to assist in liaising with the Department of Trade and Industry should that be required.

My Department is in a position to supply figures on ownership in the forestry sector.  For plantation forestry (pine, eucalyptus and wattle), the current figures are:


Large Corporate





43%


South African Forestry Company Limited (SAFCOL)
17%


Other corporate





11%


Other private






22%


Other State






  7%

Notes:

“Large Corporate” includes both Sappi and Mondi.

The SAFCOL figure does not take account of the imminent sale to the black empowerment group Zama Resources.

“Other private” includes a large number of medium sized and small farm and outgrower operations

