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Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
Whether his Department has put any monitoring mechanisms in place to ensure that the portion of the equitable share that municipalities receive from the Government for water provision and sanitation are utilised appropriately to fast-track water and sanitation delivery; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has put in place a number of monitoring mechanisms, i.e.:

1.
Monitoring of progress with regard to the implementation of Free Basic Water;

2.
keeping of information on the number of poor benefiting from Free Basic Water and of the percentage of equitable share used for Free Basic Water;

3.
tariff structure; and

4.
percentage cost recovery.

The system allows this information to be provided at national, provincial, district, local and even community level.  To gather this information, my Department has appointed Provincial Support Units in each of the nine provinces.  One of their functions is to obtain the above information from the relevant authorities.  Obviously this is no small undertaking and the information is often not readily available, so that to date only item 1 above, i.e. information on progress with free basic water implementation is fairly accurately available whilst my Department is in the process of gathering and collating information on the others.

In the meantime, my Department has done five pilot projects, which involved looking at the use of the equitable share.  This gave my Department an indication of the adequacy and use of the equitable share and in fact was used to feed into the equitable share review process, which as you know has been substantially increased.  It is too early to say whether the equitable share is being appropriately used, experience indicates both yes and no and it is not possible to generalise until more information is obtained.

Please note that my reply as set out above refers to water alone.  Free basic sanitation does not yet have such a mechanism in place.

More detailed information on a specific municipality can be provided upon request as it may be available already.

