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1813.
Mr D G Mkono to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
(a) What legislative measures are in place to deal with the negligent or malicious setting of forest and veld fires that lead to loss of life, livestock, property or other assets and (b)(i) how many such incidents were reported in each of the past three years and (ii) in each such year, how many people were (aa) charged in connection with these incidents and (bb) successfully prosecuted; 

(2)
whether he will consider introducing amending or new legislation to improve the ability of the Government to prosecute people who negligently or maliciously set forest or veld fires; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1)(a)
The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 (Act 101 of 1998), which was promulgated in April 1999 deals with the negligent and malicious setting of forest and veld fires that lead to loss of life, livestock, property and other assets.

(1)(b)
No central database of veld and forest fire incidents had been maintained in the past and records of such incidents, people charged and successfully prosecuted in connection with such incidents are therefore not readily available.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has, however, appointed the CSIR to develop a Fire Information System to keep a National database of all veld and forest fire incidents, people charged and prosecuted.  This information system will be web enabled and will be linked to the Disaster Management Information System.  The prototype of this system should be completed by December 2002.

(2)
No.  The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 enables the Government to prosecute people who negligently or maliciously set forest or veld fires.

-2-

The Directorate: Forestry Regulation of my Department has on 14 November 2002 at its Inter-departmental Disaster Management Committee meeting set up a sub-committee to deal with compliance and enforcement of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998.  This sub-committee will be responsible for:

· Informing landowners of the requirements of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998;

· training of officers (Police Officers, Forest Officers, Fire Protection Officers and Fire Brigade Officers to enforce the Act;

· litigation against landowners who do not comply with the requirements of the Act and keep records in this regard; and

· monitoring and review of the Act.

