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Mr M S M Sibiya to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What have been the major benefits to the rural areas of Lesotho as a result of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project?
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REPLY:

The Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) impacted positively on some specific rural areas of Lesotho, whilst spin-offs resulted in benefiting Lesotho and its people over a much wider spectrum.  When the Treaty on the LHWP was signed in 1986 the first task was to provide the necessary infrastructure required to implement such a large project.  This included, inter alia, -

· access roads to project sites located in the foothills as well as the highlands.  Roads were built across the Maluti Mountains to allow materials, equipment and people to be transported;

· electricity supply and telecommunications to all project sites;  and

· offices and accommodation for personnel.

Upon completion of construction, the infrastructure was handed to the Government of Lesotho.  The benefits for the rural areas include aspects such as better access to markets and potential for tourism development.

The implementation of the LHWP has also impacted negatively on communities and individuals in the project area and steps were taken to ameliorate this.  Land, homesteads, grazing and natural resources were lost and to compensate for these direct losses, households were resettled and assisted to re-establish their means for income generation.  The policy adopted was that affected persons should be left better off than they were before the implementation of the LHWP.

Many communities in the project area were impacted upon in an indirect manner, such as exposure to the hazards associated with the influx of construction workers, or impeded access due to the inundation of river crossings.  Compensation for health impacts was provided through health programmes aimed at creating awareness about good health practices, including awareness related to sexually transmitted diseases.  Impeded access was compensated for by the construction of local roads around the reservoir with safe crossings at strategic points.  Potable water supply and sanitation is being provided to communities in the immediate surrounds of the dams.

In a separate initiative by the Government of Lesotho, a portion of the revenue received from the LHWP is being used to provide basic facilities in rural areas throughout Lesotho, such as roads, dams, clinics, etc.  This programme is now managed by the Lesotho Fund for Community Development and has the potential to bring further benefit to rural areas.

