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1894.
Mr E K Moorcroft to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether the last of the illegal squatters in the Dukuduku Forest have now been moved to the alternative land purchased for them; if not, (a) why not and (b) how many still remain? 
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REPLY:

No.  The illegal squatters in the Dukuduku State Forest have not been removed to the alternative land purchased for them, the reason being that the building of houses and associated infrastructure, e.g. access roads and reticulation and the moving of people to the houses, is a time-consuming process.  In the past year the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has been engaged in negotiations with various parties involved, including the squatters, local authorities (e.g. the Mtubatuba Municipality) and other Government departments that are involved in this process.

Besides these negotiations, there are various administrative procedures that have to be followed before the houses and associated infrastructure can be built and the affected people relocated.  E.g. an application must be made to the Department of Housing in order for that Department to release funds for the building of houses.  That application was submitted to the Department of Housing and recently approved by the MEC: Housing in KwaZulu-Natal.

An application known as the Less Formal Township Establishment application was lodged with the Provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism.  That application takes time to be approved, because it involves public participation.

The technical and social report has been lodged with my Department’s KwaZulu-Natal Regional Office and it is expected that the report will be finalised soon.  The squatters will be moved to the new area as soon as the houses have been constructed.  Building of the houses is expected to start at the end of March 2003 or early April 2003 when the associated infrastructure will be in place.

