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12. 
Mrs M M Gumede to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

With reference to the Government’s mandate for the next five years to alleviate poverty and create employment, how does her department’s strategic plan address the provision of basic services in respect of water and sanitation by 2008 and 2010?
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REPLY:

The Strategic Framework for Water Services was approved by Cabinet in September 2003 after more than 18 months of development and extensive consultation with sector stakeholders, particularly the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) and the South African Association of Water Utilities (SAAWU). The Framework provides a comprehensive summary of policy with respect to the water services sector in South Africa and sets out a strategic framework for its implementation over the next ten years.  This is a sector document and has been agreed to by all sector stakeholders.  Giving effect to the Framework is the role of all in the sector, particularly municipalities.  Some of the main issues addressed in the Framework are:

· Eliminating the backlog in basic services provision (the first step in the ladder)
In view of the fact that there are more than 4,4 million people without access to safe water and a further 5,7 million without access to the defined basic level of water supply services, and about 18 million people without adequate sanitation services, the provision of at least a basic service to these people remains a very important policy priority.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is in the process of assessing the investment needs in the Water Services Sector and an investment model has been prepared.  My Department is working with the Department of Provincial and Local Government and the municipalities to verify the model.  At the current level on investment of R2,3 billion provided in the Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG), it will take seven years to clear the backlog on water and nine years to clear the backlog on sanitation, which is three  years behind the targets.

To reach the target set in the Framework the current level of investment in MIG for water and sanitation has to be increased to R3,6 billion at the current level of prices. I am also reviewing the additional funding that would be required to provide water borne sanitation in all urban areas.

· Providing higher levels of service (stepping up the ladder) 

The provision of basic water services is only the first step up the ladder of service provision as set out by the National Government in the Reconstruction and Development Programme in 1994.  Whilst this is the most important and immediate priority, Water Services Authorities are strongly encouraged to provide intermediate and higher levels of services (for example, water on-site and water borne sanitation) wherever it is practical and provided it is financially viable and sustainable to do so.  

· Decentralised fiscal framework
The decentralisation of funding via the three consolidated grant mechanisms (MIG, Equitable Share and capacity building grant) forms the foundation for the financial framework.  These are the primary national mechanisms for redistribution. 

· The New role of my Department as sector leader, regulator and supporter is defined.

· Job creation 

Through the Community Water Services Supply Programme in the last 10 years, 396 000 temporary job opportunities were created of which 69% were for women.

With the introduction of the MIG, the responsibility for implementing water services infrastructure is now completely within the function of Water Services Authorities, but my Department, as sector leader will continue to support the Water Services Authorities to perform this function and also aim to ensure that enough financial resources are made available to ensure this.  My Department and I are concerned about the capacity of some municipalities to administer the MIG funds and the implications on meeting the set targets. 

