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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FOR ORAL REPLY ON WEDNESDAY, 25 AUGUST 2004


QUESTION NO 13

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 17 AUGUST 2004

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 12)

13. 
Ms C C September to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether approximately 12 million people lack access to basic sanitation services; if so, what steps have been taken by her department to ensure that people receive waterborne sanitation instead of ventilated improved pit latrines?
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REPLY:

No, it is estimated that considerably more than 12 million people currently lack access to basic sanitation services.  Statistics South Africa’s 2001 Census confirmed the sanitation backlog to be 18 million people.  With subsequent delivery since 2001 the backlog is currently estimated at approximately 17 million people.

As the question centres on basic sanitation, let me also first explain what is meant by basic sanitation and then we must also distinguish between the sanitation facility, the toilet itself and secondly the sanitation service, which means the ongoing performance of a service.

According to the definitions in the Strategic Framework for Water Services approved by Cabinet in September 2003, both a flush toilet and a Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrine can pass the definition of a basic sanitation facility.  The option that a specific municipality chooses will depend on cost, both capital and operational, available local budget and resource constraints and user preferences.

The waterborne system that is suggested to replace the bucket system is much more costly in terms of the installation, technology, operation and maintenance, for which the municipality will have to make provision in its budget.

For all households to be provided with water borne sanitation will require substantially more funds than are currently allocated through the Municipal Infrastructure Grant.  I am also planning to take the relevant figures for Cabinet to consider a change of policy to focus on greater provision of water borne sanitation.

