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1034.
Mr D V Mabuyakhulu to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What steps are being taken by her Department, in co-operation with communities, to deal with municipalities in areas such as Tshikuwi, where the community has to buy water from individuals who own boreholes, Tshivolwe in the Makhado municipality, where there is no water coming from taps as the underground water has dried up and Nondabuya and Mathayini in the Jozini municipality, where people have access to water on the basis of upfront payments?
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REPLY:

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry supports both the Makhado and Jozini Local Municipalities falling within the Water Services Authority areas of the Vhembe and uMkhanyakude District Municipalities, respectively, to ensure that they are able to deliver on their water services mandate.  

In line with the Government’s drive to provide a fair level of Free Basic Water services to all people, Water Services Authorities, who have direct responsibility for water services provision to communities, are implementing programmes progressively.  Firstly, these programmes focus on water services provision to the indigent within the areas of supply of existing schemes.  Secondly, these programmes focus on the extension of water services provision to communities without an acceptable level of access to water services.  This all needs to be accomplished within a tight Government and municipal budget in a way that will sustain efforts by Government to uplift the situation of the population and yet render effective management and control at municipal level.  The vision of Government to provide free basic level of services to all will be realised in a progressive way.

The Tshikuwi and Tshirolwe Villages in the Makhado Municipality fall within the Water Services Authority area of the Vhembe District Municipality.  These areas are supplied with water from the Mutshedzi Water Treatment Works, which is part of the Nzhelele Regional Water Scheme.  Due to high water demand on the system and absence of user management the system cannot be managed in a manner that enables all communities to get a fair share of the available water.
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There are two boreholes at Tshikuwi Village, which provide water to the communities on a constant basis, but the water from these boreholes is slightly salty.  As a result, people travel to nearby villages to get potable water from the scheme.  My Department is not aware that the community is buying water from individuals who own boreholes, but my Department will investigate this.

The Tshirolwe Village consists of three extensions.  Extension 1 does not have problems with water supply, while Extension 2 gets 50% water supply.  Extension 3 is a newly extended village with only three stand pipes.  The Makhado Local Municipality has drilled a borehole at Extension 3, but it has, unfortunately, been found to be dry.  The Municipality is, however, at present providing water to Extension 3 by way of water tankers.

Apart from the high water demand on the system, there are various other factors that also have a negative impact on the water supply situation of the above-mentioned two villages. These include breakdown of the pumps at the Mauluma Pumpstation (which was only replaced on 11 August 2005) and illegal water connections on the system.  My Department has reported cases of illegal water connections to the South African Police Service and they are busy investigating the cases.

My Department has recommended a number of short term remedial measures to address the water supply situation in the villages concerned.  These include:

· Rationing of water because of high water demand on the system;

· effective action against illegal water connections; and

· education of communities regarding the use of borehole water and water conservation.

Long term solutions to address the water supply situation in the villages concerned include:

· Increasing the capacity of the Mutshedzi Water Treatment Works - the Vhembe District Municipality has received funds for the current financial year for this purpose; and 

· implementation of by-laws by the Vhembe District Municipality that could assist in conserving and managing water demand on the system.

My Department will continue to support municipalities to ensure access to a basic minimum supply of safe water to the affected communities and help them plan to meet their future water services needs.  This will require close co-operation between my Department and all municipalities, including the communities. 
