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1036.
Ms C C September (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
Whether her department has been informed that Ebenhaeser residents do not pay for drinking water because of an agreement reached in terms of the Ebenhaeser (Van Rhynsdorp) Exchange of Land Act, Act 14 of 1925; if so, what steps is her department taking to resolve this matter?
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REPLY:

Yes. The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has been informed that Ebenhaeser residents do not pay for drinking water.

My Department took steps to resolve this matter and facilitated a meeting between the Matzikamma Municipality and representatives of Ebenhaeser on 8 October 2003 to explain the water services provision and roles and responsibilities.  The provision of drinking water was never part of the Ebenhaeser Exchange of Land Act, 1925 (Act 14 of 1925).  Drinking water was provided under the auspices of the former Ebenhaeser Transitional Council until December 2000.  The West Coast District Municipality provided assistance.   Since July 2003 the Matzikamma Municipality formally became the Water Services Authority for Ebenhaeser.  It was agreed that the drinking water supply will be taken over by the Matzikamma Municipality and that the same municipal tariffs will be applied as for the rest of the municipal area.  They would be entitled to the same level of service as well.

The reference to the Exchange of Land Act, 1925, was also clarified.  The Ebenhaeser Exchange of Land Act, 1925 only deals with the payment of water charges for irrigation use from the Olifants River (Van Rhynsdorp) Government Water Scheme. The Act stated that the irrigation water users in Ebenhaeser shall be entitled to receive water free of charge from the irrigation works, but shall supply such labour as may from time to time be required in connection with the maintenance of the main canal.  The Ebenhaeser Exchange of Land Act, 1925 was repealed with the promulgation of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998).
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Feedback from the acting Municipal Manager for the Matzikamma Municipality confirmed that this matter was resolved some time back where council listened to the concerns of the residents and their reasons for the non- payment of drinking water.  It was then decided to write off all the old debt relating to water and each household was then responsible to pay for the use of the water (municipal water) that they were billed for.

Although Council kept to its side of the agreement the majority of residents are still not paying their accounts for water used.  Council has already started installing flow restriction devices, but some of these are being removed illegally by some of the residents.  Since the Municipality do not have the necessary resources in place to check on these activities, it is difficult to police regularly.

