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130.
Mr M W Sibuyana (IFP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) 
Whether any funds have been made available to district municipalities and 
agencies for the provision of potable water and sanitation; if not, why not; if 
so, what amount(s) have been made available;

(2) 
whether her department has any mechanisms in place to ensure that the 
funds are utilised for their intended purpose; if not, why not; if so, hat 
mechanisms;

(3) 
whether there are any performance incentives for the agencies and 
municipalities in this regard; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant 
details?
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REPLY:


(1)
Except for R139 million which is to be phased out this financial year, no funds are made available through the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry for the physical provisioning of potable water and sanitation to district municipalities and agencies.  Funds for water supply and sanitation infrastructure are made available through the Municipal Infrastructure Grant Programme (MIG) administered by the Department of Provincial and Local Government.  The funds allocated to District- and other Municipalities are annually publicised in the Division of Revenue Act (DoRA).


The figures in respect of the MIG allocations are as follow:

In terms of 2005/2006:
R2 958 million has been allocated to Municipalities for Water Supply and Sanitation Services of which R200 million is for bucket eradication.

In terms of 2006/2007:
R3 204 million has been earmarked to Municipalities for Water Supply and Sanitation Services of which R400 million is for bucket eradication.

In terms of 2007/2008:
R3 661 million has been earmarked to Municipalities for Water Supply and Sanitation Services of which R600 million is for bucket eradication.
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In terms of 2008/2009:
R3 524 million has been earmarked to Municipalities for Water Supply and Sanitation Services.

These figures exclude the Equitable Share allocation, which is a non-conditional fund.

(2)
As funds are directly transferred to Municipalities via the National Treasury and the Department of Provincial and Local Government, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has no direct control to ensure that funds are utilised for the intended purpose.  However, my Department was a key role player to ensure that this fund must be regarded as a conditional grant and specific conditions have been developed to control fund applications.  My Department does not have total control on ensuring adherence to conditions.

Furthermore, the Department initiated a proactive planning and engagement process via water services development planning, as well as viability studies.  Through these mechanisms the Department aims to ensure proactive solutions and commitment.  This process is enhanced through project registration, monitoring and assessment.  As the latter is also managed by another Department and programme, my Department does not have guarantees that the projects are implemented as proactively agreed to.

As the Department is not directly responsible for funding it aims to ensure appropriate application of funds through leadership, networking and engagement.

(3)
There are no direct performance incentives for agencies and municipalities in this regard.  Effective and quality service delivery should be regarded as a normal healthy business principle.  However, in the MIG Policy, as well as the Division of Revenue Act, measures are prescribed of how to deal with poor performance, including appropriate intervention.

