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138.
Ms T E Lishivha (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether there is evidence for allegations that politics play a role in the roll-out of water services in some municipalities of KwaZulu-Natal; if not, how can these allegations be laid to rest; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:


The process for the selection and capturing of water services projects takes place via the Water Services Development Planning (WSDP) process, which forms part of the drafting of the Integrated Development Plans (IDP) of municipalities. In principle water services project identification is guided by community based needs and situations that exist on the ground.

Due to the extent of the backlog for the rendering of water services and the limited funds available, the actual challenge lies in the prioritisation of the projects.  Once needs are identified the viability and sustainability of water services projects are evaluated and processed at municipal level by the officials.  In this process scientific tools and criteria is used to determine priorities.

These priorities are then submitted to the relevant municipal councils concerned for consideration and approval. Councillors are democratically elected representatives of their respective constituencies. They take the final decision on the sequence in which projects are to be implemented, based on the prioritisation recommendations, and in the process they are guided by the needs of the electorate who are the people that they are obliged to serve in terms of the mandate they received in the elections.  In some cases they also determine the service levels to be provided and thus take responsibility for the viability and sustainability of the said projects.

However, it is important to remember that Section 27 (1) (b) of the Constitution provides that every one has the right to have access to sufficient food and water. Much as Schedule 4 Part B assigns the function of water and sanitation services to the sphere of local government, part of my oversight role is to ensure that the above section 27 of the Constitution is upheld.

My interaction with the municipalities is guided by the Constitution, especially Section 154 (1) which provides that national departments have a responsibility to support local government. Chapter 3 of the Constitution provides for intergovernmental relations and cooperative governance, and I also interact with municipalities through provincial structures such as the MECs responsible for local government.

With regard to what happened in KwaZulu Natal in the  past few days, my understanding is that the MEC of local government acted within his mandate and to the best interest of the affected communities. Exclusion from the roll out of services for some people, or their deprivation of services, on the basis of political affiliation would clearly be a violation of the Constitution, and a denial of a basic right.

