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16.
Mr D K Maluleke (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether any investigation has been conducted into the travel claims made by or on behalf of, or the use of travel facilities by or on behalf of, officials of her department in light of the irregularities revealed in parliament in respect of travel voucher;  if not, why not;  if so, what are the findings;

(2)
(a) what amount was spent by officials of her department on (i) hotel accommodation, (ii) restaurant expenses and (iii) travel costs in the (aa) 2003-04, (bb) 2004-05 and (cc) current financial years and (b) which travel agents received payment for services in each of those financial years?
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REPLY:

(1)
No.  All travel and subsistence claims that are submitted by officials of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry are checked and authorised by separate individuals and where necessary the claims are amended to comply with the applicable prescripts and policy.  Applications for travel for official purposes are also subject to the approval of senior staff and supervisors.


Completed claim forms are, furthermore, again checked by the Directorate Financial Management, and the Internal Audit Directorate of my Department can also carry out spot checks at its discretion.  The Department also has a hotline where irregularities can be reported, even anonymously, and which is then investigated and reported on independently.

(2)
The breakdown of the costs in the format contained in the question is not readily available. Where the Department has a staff contingent of about 16 000 which, apart from its Head Office component in Pretoria, is spread through regional offices in all nine provinces, and a large number of district, area and satellite offices throughout the country, it will take considerable resources and time to obtain the required information and my question therefore is: Will the information still be relevant by the time the exercise has been completed?
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The Department has appointed a travel agent, Sure Supersonic Travel who is responsible for local and international flight bookings and local accommodation reservations of the Head Office component of my Department in Pretoria.  During the 2003/04 and 2004/05 financial years amounts to the total of R9 596 433,00 and R11 480 846,99 respectively were paid to the travel agency for the supply of flight tickets, whilst accommodation bookings, bookings of conference facilities, accommodation and meals and other related costs, were paid to them to the amounts at R9 711 195,11 and R11 681 502,38 for the corresponding periods.  To date, for the current financial year (i.e. up to July 2005), an amount of R4 262 157,38 has been paid to the travel agency for flight reservation purposes and R4 800 454,58 for accommodation and other related purposes.


The Department has a zero tolerance policy as far as fraud and corruption are concerned and will take immediate steps to act against perpetrators. 

