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171.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) 
Whether her Department was involved in the decision-making process 
regarding certain saw log supply tenders (details furnished) for the 2005-06 
financial year; if not, why not; if so, (a) what is her department’s interest in 
these tenders, (b) what were the tender requirements and (c) why were the 
tenders of some sawills cut;

(2) 
whether any measures were taken to assess the potential job losses that 
might result form the reallocation of log supply tenders; if not, why not; if so, 
what are the relevant details;

(3) 
whether any contingency plans for a phasing-out period were discussed with 
the affected sawill owners; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(4) why were the affected sawmill owners given only three days’ notice before 
their supply was cut off?
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REPLY:


Forestry matters are managed by both the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry and the Minister of Public Enterprises and their respective Departments.  The South African Forestry Company Limited’s (SAFCOL) business with regards to commercial forestry falls under the control of my colleague the Minister of Public Enterprises, whilst I am responsible for all other forestry matters conducted on State Forest land specified in the National Forests Act, 1998 (Act 30 of 1998).

The Honourable Member’s question relates to Komatiland Forests and as that does not resort under me, the question should be addressed to the Minister of Public Enterprises. I can confirm, however, that my Department has contributed to relieving the overall sawmill shortage pressure felt by the sawmilling industry by putting 40 000 cubic metres of sawtimber out to tender in August/September 2005 by following the prescribed Departmental tendering procedure. The tender ran for a month.  

