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181.
Mr J P I Blanché (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a)
How many Cubans and other foreigners are employed in her department and


(b)
what positions do they hold?
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REPLY:

(a)
A total of 13 Cuban Water Specialists were seconded to the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry for a period of three years (15 August 2004 to 14 August 2007) in terms of the Agreement on Co-operation in Water Resources Management, Water Supply and Sanitation entered into between South Africa and Cuba, while six other foreigners are also employed under contract in my Department.

(b)
The Cuban Water Specialists are employed not in specific positions, but on salary level 11 of the South African Public Service and seconded with a view to assisting my Department to provide the following services:

· The provision of geohydrological specialist and engineering services to rural and other disadvantaged communities within areas where such services are inadequate;

· the development of a sustainable approach to the use of available water resources and the promotion of proper operation and maintenance of water supply infrastructure;

· the promotion and support of proper sanitation, and

· the training and support of local staff.

The other six foreigners in my Department are utilised in the positions of:

· Hydrologist (2);

· Deputy Director:  Hydrology;

· Control Industrial Technician;

· Deputy Chief Engineer;  and

· Deputy Regional Director.

