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185.
Mr S Simmons (NNP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


Whether her department has done any research into water demand and water management to find alternative ways of saving water, as well as harvesting more rainwater;  if not, why not;  if so, what are the relevant details?

--- 0 ---

REPLY:

Research into water demand and water management

Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has, and is continuously conducting relevant research and developing tools and models for conserving water and managing the ever-increasing demand on the nation’s water resources.  In addition to its own research, my Department also undertakes research in consultation with institutions, such as the Water Research Commission. 

The primary mandate for conserving the nation’s water resources and promotion of efficient and effective use of water is recognised and given effect to by both the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), as well as the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997).

In order to give effect to the policy requirement for efficient use of water and conservation of the national water resources, my Department established the Directorate Water Conservation (now known as the Water Use Efficiency) in 1998.  The Directorate develops and promotes relevant strategies, guidelines, policies and regulations to ensure the nation’s scarce water resources are efficiently utilised and conserved by all water use sectors.

To this effect, the following documentation on Water Conservation and Water Demand Management has been finalised and was officially launched by the Department during National Water Week 2005 in March:

· National Water Conservation and Water Demand Management Strategy;

· Water Conservation and Water Demand Management Strategy for the Industry, Mining and Power Generation Sectors;

· Water Conservation and Water Demand Management Strategy for the Water Services Sector; 

· Water Conservation and Water Demand Management Strategy for the Agriculture Sector; and

· draft Water Conservation and Water Demand Management Guidelines have been developed and are currently being reviewed.
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The documentation is readily available and is being circulated to the various water use sectors, including local government. 

My Department is proud of the ongoing and increasing awareness and appreciation of the need to conserve and manage our water use demand effectively by a number of water use sector groupings and individual users.  To this effect, the Department is receiving and acknowledging various inputs from a number of individuals and companies suggesting specific water demand management tools and equipment, which could save water and promote efficient use of water amongst consumers.

Rainwater harvesting

Rainwater harvesting at large scale is already undertaken by my Department through its network of dams. Local and household rainwater harvesting is also supported by my Department where it is beneficial and in the public interest.

Thus my Department has a programme to subsidise household rainwater collection in support of domestic food production.

While I am supportive of water conservation and water demand management initiatives, it should be noted that rainwater harvesting is not necessarily the solution for meeting domestic water needs since it will not normally be able to ensure reliable access to the 6 000 litres per month basic water supply.

