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106.
Ms C C September (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

With reference to Chapter 4 of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, which places a duty on owners to prepare and maintain firebreaks, (a) what challenges have been experienced with the implementation of this chapter and (b) how many owners have been found to comply with this provision in the Act?
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REPLY:

Chapter 4 [Section 12(1)] of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 (Act 101 of 1998) requires that every owner on whose land a veldfire may start or burn from or from whose land it may spread must prepare and maintain a firebreak on his or her side of the boundary between his or her land and any adjoining land.  

(a)
With the Act being relatively new, the Department has in the past five years, as a preventative measure, embarked on a rigorous veldfire awareness campaign to sensitise landowners and the general public on the aspects/requirements of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 (Act 101 of 1998) including the statutory requirement to prepare and maintain firebreaks where these are required. This has been in the form of radio announcements and print media.

Of huge impact has been the Department’s quarterly newsletter (veldfire bulletin) which has been widely distributed and for which the Department has received immense commendations from various stakeholders who found this to be an effective tool for communicating the provisions of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998.

To some extent, the Department still grapples to ensure maximum compliance with the provisions of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 due to various reasons including capacity constraints. However, this is being addressed through the recent appointment of dedicated officials to deal with compliance and enforcement issues. The Department sees Fire Protection Associations (FPAs) established in terms of chapter two of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 as institutions suitably placed to report on non-compliance through their annual reports to me. To date, sixty-seven (67) of them including one Umbrella Fire Protection Association have been registered countrywide. 

These associations set themselves rules on preparation and maintenance of firebreaks and standards for fire fighting binding all their members. It is also permissible that these rules can be adopted as municipal by-laws to ensure that non-FPA members also comply with them.  The Fire Protection Officers, that is, the Chief Executive Officers of the Fire Protection Associations are empowered by the Act to enforce these rules.  Their powers in terms of the Act include entering properties of their members for the purposes of doing inspections to ensure compliance and their observations are also highlighted in their annual reports to the Minister. 

(b)
The Department does not have a database indicating the number of owners that comply with this provision of the Act.


Numerous reports of non-compliance with the requirement to prepare and maintain firebreaks by both private land owners and certain organs of State have been reported in the past.  Those reports were of an informal nature, however, and hence the Department does not possess any statistics on the number of individuals not complying with this requirement at this point in time. The Department has sent out communiqués to relevant authorities, including other Government departments, requesting that they should comply with the provisions of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998.

With regard to Fire Protection Associations, the Department carries out visits to the registered associations on a regular basis to assess their performance and whether they are complying with the rules they set for themselves, which rules they lodged with the Department when applying for registration.  The Department has also developed a plan for compliance and enforcement, as well as an Implementation Plan to roll out to address this problem. Fire Protection Officers will be doing monitoring in their areas of jurisdiction while my Department’s officials will also concentrate on properties of non-FPA members to promote compliance. Rolling out this plan will involve a series of road shows, information seminars and workshops to raise awareness on the need to comply with the provisions of the Act, as well as the development of systems for monitoring compliance/ non-compliance and the enforcement thereof.
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