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1081.
Mrs D van der Walt (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) In the light of the application by the Merensky High School in Tzaneen, Limpopo, on 11 August 2005 for the erection and pumping of water from the Politsie River for purification and utilisation as the primary water source at the School and for which the licence application fee was paid on that date, why her department has subsequently given no reply to the School;

(2) whether the municipality of Greater Tzaneen will provide the School with water; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(3) whether the school can register as service provider of water; if not, why not?
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REPLY:

(1)
The Merensky High School, situated on the Remaining Portion of Portion 10 of the Farm Tzaneen 538 LT, does have an entitlement for 94,3 hectares (ha) at 6 600 cubic metres of water (m³) per ha per annum (622 380 m³ of water per annum) from the Politsi Government Water Scheme for agricultural purposes. The water is delivered to the School by means of an 11 km canal system.

The School makes use of some of this water from this entitlement and purifies it for domestic use at the School and utilises the balance for irrigation, cattle and a dairy farming.  There are 1 080 children in the School and 450 children and staff are staying in the hostel, plus other accommodation on the same premises.

As far back as 20 May 1996, in response to a request for a further water entitlement, a letter was directed by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry to the Principal of the School stating that the available water from the Government Water Schemes is already allocated and that there is no more water available for any additional allocations. The School was advised to transform part of its agricultural water entitlement to a domestic entitlement, particularly where the volume of water that was required for domestic use was very limited.

A domestic or industrial entitlement (which needs a high assurance of supply) provided through a canal system, always causes practical problems because the flow in a canal is stopped from time to time for maintenance purposes. Due to the fact that the School already purifies some of its agricultural water for domestic purposes, the following problems are already being experienced:

i) No maintenance can be done on the 11 km stretch of canal that serves the School as a constant flow of water has to be delivered to meet its domestic water needs.
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ii)
During times of drought when water restrictions are imposed, the agricultural sector normally takes its weekly available water over a shorter period. Exceptions have to be allowed for the School to continue to receive its water over longer periods, which causes a very high percentage of water loss through the canal system with the low volume of flow that has to be delivered.  If the water can be delivered via a pipe line directly from the dam this practical problems can be eliminated. 

The National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998) and related authorisation protocols place emphasis to technical/scientific investigations that have to be undertaken when processing license applications. One of these is the determination of the Reserve at an acceptable confidence level that will allow the licensing authority to make a decision on the application.

Soon after receiving the water use license application from the School in August 2005, the Department initiated the determination of the Reserve for the relevant quaternary catchment. To this effect a report was received by the Department’s Regional Office in May 2006 and the request was forwarded to its National Office in August 2006. What seems to be a lengthy undertaking is in reality an essential part of the licensing process. 

Unfortunately detailed technical processes are sometimes considered by applicants as a lack of response. This appears to be the case with the Merensky High School. While recognizing a need for a swift administrative process for every license application, detailed technical investigations (Resource Directed Measures) also need acknowledgement. 

This license application is still receiving attention and the outcome will be made available to the applicant once all relevant considerations have been concluded. 

In general I can add that I have asked the Director-General: Water Affairs and Forestry to take steps to expedite the decision on licensing applications and this matter is being attended to and I envisage that in future I will be able to report on a much quicker turn-around time. The alternative option of municipal water supply to the School was also attended to.

(2)
The Area Manager from Tzaneen Area Office had a telephonic discussion with an engineer from the Tzaneen Municipality on 5 September 2006. His comments were that the Municipality would not be able to supply the School with domestic water, due to the following reasons:

a)
The Merensky School is situated outside their proclaimed area; and

b)
With all the new extensions of the town of Tzaneen, the town’s present water entitlement from the Great Letaba Government Water Scheme is not even sufficient to serve the whole area.

(3)
The School presently does not have any allocation from the Politsi or the Great Letaba Government Water Scheme for domestic use, but it is recommended that the School applies to transform a portion of its agriculture entitlement to an entitlement for domestic use and that a ± 8 km long pipeline be installed directly from the Magoebaskloof Dam to the purification plant at the School, at the cost of the School, in order to cater for its domestic needs.  A precise water conservation and water demand management plan should be developed and implemented by the School.


This proposal should meet the needs of the School and should be pursued, as the impact on the water available for domestic use on a high assurance basis will be of great value to the School, whilst the reduction in the water available for agricultural purposes will be very small.

