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1084.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether her department has implemented the Free State Water Quality Management Act in the other provinces; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

It should be noted that no specific Act for Drinking Water Quality Management in the Free State exists since this is embodied in National Legislation i.e. the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997). The Water Services Act, 1997 allows the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry to set compulsory national standards which was done by means of regulations published in 2001 and these standards also include standards for Drinking Water Quality. In terms of section 62 of the Water Services Act, 1997 the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry must also, with the relevant province monitor the performance of every water service institution.

Referring to the Free State, it is my pleasure to say that the Free State Province has been exemplary in implementing a Drinking Water Quality Management Programme for Water Services Authorities which saw a great improvement in the quality of potable water. This example is currently being used by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry to roll out similar programmes in other provinces with the objective of duplicating the success in the rest of country.

