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108.
Ms L E Leshivha (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a) What progress has been made in eradicating the bucket system in sanitation by 2007 and (b) what are the challenges in this regard?
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REPLY:

(a)
It is estimated that there are approximately 165 000 buckets in use in formal establishments in South Africa.  By formal establishments we refer to those formal townships that are still using the bucket system of sanitation, which is below the RDP standards.  The President committed to the eradication of these buckets by the end of 2007. 
By December 2006, 63 602 buckets will be eradicated and the remainder of 102 310 will be eradicated by December 2007.  In this financial year R400 million is allocated to bucket eradication, as compared to only R200 million last year.  A further R600 million has been allocated to bucket eradication in the 2007/08 financial year, however, so that we are able to meet the 2007 target we are in discussions with National Treasury to bring forward the 2007/8 allocation into the current financial year (2006/7).

It is necessary for municipalities to register the projects to eliminate buckets in their locality.  These projects are registered with the Municipal Infrastructure Grant unit of DPLG in order to receive MIG funding, and this registration must be done by the end of August 2006.
The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has mobilised 21 engineers to support municipalities in all the phases of programme implementation starting from assisting in the development of technical reports, and including the registration of projects with MIG, as well as, in monitoring and evaluation.  
A notable achievement in bucket eradication has been by the Mpumalanga Province, which has made significant progress with their programme and it aims to completely eradicate its buckets in established settlements by November 2006.

(b)
Buckets can be replaced by ventilated improved pit latrines (VIPs) or by water -borne sanitation.  If buckets are replaced by water borne-sanitation, the challenges that may arise are:

· Inadequate water resources and supply infrastructure to support water-borne sanitation.

· Lack of adequate bulk infrastructure, namely sewer networks and adequate capacity of sewerage treatments plants, to cater for the increased sewage load.

The VIPs provide a viable and safe alternative where it is not possible to install water-borne sanitation.

Other challenges that we have identified in the bucket eradication programme include:

1. Non-availability of technical; financial programmes; and project management expertise in many municipalities.  The response by DWAF to this challenge has been to make the 21 engineers available to municipalities to provide support.
2. Inadequate alignment with the Housing Programme.  In recognition of this challenge we are now working closer with the Department of Housing to ensure that as they upgrade or provide houses for informal settlements the sanitation needs are addressed and buckets are no longer used.

3. The inconsistent interpretation of the bucket eradication backlog definition. It should be clear that through this programme we are addressing the eradication of buckets in the formal establishments and townships.  New informal settlements that have sprung up are not being addressed by this bucket eradication programme; rather they are being addressed through the housing and human settlements programmes.
4. Insufficient funding to address the backlog, which is being addressed through our discussions with National Treasury to bring forward the 2007/8 allocations.
In conclusion

By addressing the above challenges we are confident that the target of eradicating bucket sanitation system in established settlements will be met. 
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