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126.
Rev P Moatshe to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether her department will intervene in the process to qualify the impact and cost of water losses for municipalities; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

My Department is already involved in the process of qualifying and costing the impact of water losses, not only within municipalities but also within the irrigated agriculture and industrial water use sectors.

A number of Water Management Areas have been assessed to determine the extent of water losses and inefficient use of water, including water wastages by water users (including institutional users as well as end-users within our communities).  The Vaal River System, which accounts for the largest consumption and inter-basin transfers from our neighbouring country Lesotho, is a prime example of the work being done by my Department in quantifying the cost and extent of water losses, including water losses and wastage in the municipalities in this area.

Evidence exists of high and unacceptable water losses within municipalities across the country including some metros and small rural municipalities.  My Department is working closely with a number of these municipalities to support them to implement measures to improve the situation through water conservation and water demand management measures.

One example is the Emfuleni Local Municipality in the Sebokeng/Evaton and Vereeniging area where close to 10 million cubic metres of water is being saved annually from reducing water losses and the municipality is realising financial savings of over R20 million per annum through the demand management efforts implemented.

