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1270.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) Since the Promotion of Access to Information Act, (Act 2 of 2000), came into effect, (a) how many times has it been used to obtain information from her department and (b) what documentation was requested in each instance;

(2) whether her department complied with such request in each instance; if not, why not; if so,

(3) whether her department complied within 30 days; if not, (a) why did her department not refuse the request, (b) how many times has a request thus refused been taken to court, (c) what was the outcome of the court case in each instance and (d) what were the associated costs of the litigation to her department in each case?
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REPLY:

(1)
My Department’s response with regard to question (1) (a) and (b) is presented below in the table below:

	(1)(a)

	Period
	Number of Request

	01/03/2003 to 01/04/2004
	360

	01/03/2004 to 01/04/2005
	280

	01/03/2005 to 01/04/2006
	29 979*

	*The significant increase can be explained to the fact that the figures now also reflect inquiries directed to the Department’s Regional Offices, which were not previously readily available.



	(1)(b)

	Documents requested in terms of overall information requested from my Department.

1. Water Quality related data;

2. Water registration details on properties;

3. Information about Free Basic Water;

4. Dams, Planning Frameworks;

5. Tenders issued;

6. Copies of different departmental reports;

7. Water Schemes;

8. Water Resources;

9. Waste Management; and

10. Maps.
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(2)
Yes, my Department complied with the requests in each instance.

(3) The 30 days period to deal with the requests was complied with in all but one instance.

(3)(a)
My Department could not have refused the request because it needed to promote the spirit of the Promotion of Access to Information Act, 2000. The Department also needed more time to honour the request due to the volume of information requested. An extension to deal with the request was requested from the requester, which was granted to the Department, in this instance.

(3)(b)
None.

(3)(c)
None.

(3)(d)
None.

