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1288.
Dr J T Delport (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) In respect of each year since 2002, up to and including 2006, (a) how many parties were held by her department, (b) what was the nature of the party in each instance, (c) how much did each party cost and (d) from which budget was the money allocated;

(2) whether any sponsorships were obtained in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details in each case?
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REPLY:

For the purpose of replying to the question of the Honourable Member, I believe it is necessary that we have a clear definition of the term “party”.  Every year the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry for instance stages a number of events, some of them of an annual nature and others are once-off events relating to line function activities.  Some of these events culminate in meals and/or refreshments being served, for example, the annual prestigious Women in Water, Sanitation and Forestry Awards, the Baswa le Meetse (Youth in Water) Awards, the Annual Arbor Week and National Water Week launches and associated events, as well as opening functions of major water works, the attendance of workshops and team building exercises by Departmental staff where meals and refreshments are served and the entertainment of dignitaries, for example visiting delegations from abroad headed by high ranking office bearers, to name but a few. For the purpose of this reply, events of this nature are not considered to be a “party” as they usually are activities directly related to a specific line function responsibility or activity of my Department.  Where possible events are arranged jointly to limit the financial impact. 

(1)  Based on the above, the reply to the question is as follows:

	Year
	(a) Number of parties
	(b) Nature of party
	(c) Cost
	(d) Defrayed from which budget

	2002
	None
	None
	None
	None

	2003
	None
	None
	None
	None

	2004
	None
	None
	None
	None

	2005
	2
	(i) Farewell function of the
	R4 341,12
	Exchequer (Main Budget)

	
	
	Exiting Director-General*
	
	

	
	
	(ii) Departmental year-end
	R134 108
	Exchequer (Main Budget)

	
	
	function hosted by the 
	
	

	
	
	Minister and coupled with HIV/AID awareness Day and Campaign.
	
	

	2006
	2
	(i) Farewell function for the
	R59 500
	Exchequer (Main Budget)

	
	
	Exiting Minister of Water 
	
	

	
	
	Affairs and Forestry
	
	

	
	
	(ii) Women's Day Celebration and coupled with a seminar on women leadership
	R151 450
	Exchequer (Main Budget)


*Note: This farewell function coincided with a separate meeting where refreshments and beverages were provided and it was therefore a joint and cost-saving exercise.

- 2 -

For the information of the Honourable Member I can mention that the entertainment budget for the Department which should be used for the cost of hosting persons under certain circumstances and the entertainment of visitors, supply of refreshments and tea, coffee and other beverages during meetings, for example, were the following for the years in question:


Year

Budget
Actual Expenditure

· 2002/3:
R240 000
R168 000

· 2003/4:
R240 000
R180 000

· 2004/5:
R320 000
R250 000

· 2005/6:
R320 000
R262 400

· 2006/7:
R320 000
R136 000 as at 28 September 2006

(2)
No sponsorships for any parties were obtained, but there were sponsors or part-sponsors for events such as the very recent and extremely successful Arbor Week and other similar events referred to in my introductory remarks.

