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1433.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What amount was spent by officials of her department on (a) hotel accommodation, (b) restaurant expenses and (c) travel costs (i) in the 2004-05 and (ii) in the 2005-06 financial years and (iii) during the period 1 April 2006 up to the latest specified date for which information is available?
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REPLY:

For the purpose of the reply to the Honourable Member’s question, I wish to provide the following background information in order to form a clear understanding of the figures provided.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has, in terms of its budget, a Main Account and a Trading Account and expenses are defrayed from the respective accounts and in the reply the expenditure in respect of the two accounts are separated and in both instances it is further sub-divided into both local (domestic) and international travel expenditure.

In respect of part (a) of the question, the Department’s financial recording system does not distinguish between accommodation in a hotel and accommodation in a guesthouse, for example, and the cost is therefore indicated as a total amount under accommodation.

For the same reason as mentioned in the previous paragraph, restaurant expenses are indicated as a total amount under meals and beverages.

As far as the transport costs are concerned, there are four main categories, i.e.

(i)
When an official uses his/her private vehicle, the distance traveled can be claimed back in terms of a tariff per kilometer traveled, as determined by the Department of Transport and this tariff is reviewed on a monthly basis.

(ii)
The cost reflected under vehicle rental includes fuel cost and specialised vehicles used in the Department, for example in the Forestry plantations, in terms of the State contract for the renting of vehicles required by the Department and other departments participating in that vehicle renting contract.

(iii)
Air transport is self-explanatory.

(iv)
The category “Road transport” includes the use of buses, but also includes the cost for making use of courier services in the Department and it was in terms of financial recording system it is not possible to determine the amount in respect of the latter.  It would require a manual search through all the individual claim forms and payment advices to determine the respective amounts and this exercise will be costly and require additional resources which cannot be justified for the purpose of this reply.
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Against this background, the reply to the question is as follows:

	
	MAIN ACCOUNT
	(i)
	(ii)
	(iii)

	
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	1 APRIL 2004 TO

31 MARCH 2005
	1 APRIL 2005 TO

31 MARCH 2006
	1 APRIL 2006 TO 

17 OCTOBER 2006

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Domestic:
	R
	R
	R

	(a)
	Accommodation
	23,135,603.46
	29,561,972.06
	22,486,614.13

	(b)
	Meals and beverages
	1,828,412.21
	1,829,598.32
	1,856,238.21

	(c)
	(i) Cost of private vehicle use recovered
	17,298,297.21
	19,721,536.70
	22,874,059.53

	
	(ii) Vehicle rental
	28,575,680.01
	63,259,869.72
	64,186,129.59

	
	(iii) Air transport
	16,299,010.26
	20,895,898.45
	13,059,243.24

	
	(iv) Road transport
	322,238.74
	410,454.80
	244,995.83

	
	Foreign:
	
	
	

	(a)
	 Accommodation
	931,762.93
	2,048,191.68
	825,903.27

	(b)
	 Meals and beverages
	4,789.00
	4,288.00
	29,809.04

	(c)
	(i) Cost of private vehicle use (falls away)
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	
	(ii) Vehicle rental
	5,330.26
	0.00
	3,500.00

	
	(iii) Air transport
	2,478,729.93
	1,935,239.23
	3,027,848.18

	
	(iv) Road transport
	58,972.08
	85,071.75
	146,638.67

	
	TOTAL
	90,938,826.09
	139,752,120.71
	128,740,979.69

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TRADING ACCOUNT
	
	
	

	
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	1 APRIL 2004 TO

31 MARCH 2005
	1 APRIL 2005 TO

31 MARCH 2006
	1 APRIL 2006 TO

 17 OCTOBER 2006

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Domestic:
	R
	R
	R

	(a)
	Accommodation
	8,987,697.31
	9,282,119.51
	4,969,687.87

	(b)
	Meals and beverages
	1,338,539.24
	2,067,956.89
	907,782.30

	(c)
	(i) Cost of private vehicle use recovered
	23,084,250.38
	25,027,738.14
	9,923,617.58

	
	(ii) Vehicle rental
	19,494,844.45
	82,576,080.08
	48,909,959.39

	
	(iii) Air transport
	4,961,214.10
	4,781,140.25
	2,624,408.18

	
	(iv) Road transport
	433,149.00
	429,994.57
	170,700.97

	
	Foreign:
	
	
	

	(a)
	Accommodation
	0.00
	241,128.85
	123,356.51

	(b)
	Meals and beverages
	6,324.00
	5,571.02
	0.00

	(c)
	(i) Cost of private vehicle use recovered
	15,232.37
	0.00
	0.00

	
	(ii) Vehicle rental
	0.00
	57,115.05
	0.00

	
	(iii) Air transport
	0.00
	3,485.00
	47,556.00

	
	(iv) Road transport
	31,518.25
	10,036.24
	3,164.31

	
	TOTAL
	58,352,769.10
	124,482,365.60
	67,680,233.11


