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1807.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) With reference to the payment of R12,572 million in water subsidies intended for resource poor farmers that had to be kept back until the necessary regulations in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998, were put in place, (a) why were the regulations not put in place timeously, (b) how any resource poor farmers had been disadvantaged by her department’s failure to pay out the water subsidies, (c) of the farmers disadvantaged by the delay, how many could be classified as (i) established commercial farmers, (ii) emerging commercial farmers, (iii) subsistence farmers and (iv) farmers that are farming on land transferred to them under the land redistribution and restitution programmes since 1994, (d) the date on which the subsidy payments will resume and (e) what measures have been put in place to ensure that delivery to the poor will in future not again be hampered by issues of timeous and periodical statutory compliance;

(2) whether any back-pay will be received by the affected farmers; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details for each category of farmers?
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REPLY:

(1)(a)
When the Policy for Resource Poor Farmers was approved, regulations needed to be put in place before the Policy could be implemented.  As a result of a misinterpretation of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) on the part of the Departmental officials, regulations were never prepared prior to implementing the Policy.  The oversight was subsequently identified and a legal opinion confirmed the need for the regulations prior to implementing the Policy. The Department then suspended spending on resource poor farmers support.

The regulations are in the process of being drafted.  These will be published in the Government Gazette for public comment before they are approved for implementation.  In the absence of the regulations, any expenditure on this matter will amount to irregular expenditure in terms of the Public Finance Management Ac, 1999 (Act No 1 of 1999).

(1)(b)
Resource poor farmers have been disadvantaged by the delays in developing the regulations, as such support program to rural household for rain water harvesting tanks have been delayed.
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(1)(c)(i)
The numbers of resource poor farmers disadvantaged cannot be quantified or classified as the Department has not actively marketed the scheme as yet.

(1)(c)(ii)
Falls away.

(1)(c)(iii)
Falls away.

(1)(c)(iv)
Falls away.

(1)(d)
The regulations are currently being drafted.  Once approved by me, the regulations will be published in the Government Gazette for public comment for a period of two months and then tabled in Parliament for consideration.  The process is expected to be finalised by February 2007.  

(1)(e)
Relevant staff have been fully briefed on the need for the Regulations prior to implementing the policy on support to resource poor farmers.

(2)
No back-pay will be offered to affected farmers, as financial support is based on approved projects for water infrastructure.  In principle the support offered is mainly for communal water infrastructure and by nature is a once-off payment for approved projects and not a recurring expense.

