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47.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

With reference to her reply to Question 244 on 3 May 2006, what (a) is the estimated cost of doing regular monitoring for cryptosporidium, (b) items are included in this calculation, (c) factors did she take into consideration in deciding that such costs outweigh the health concerns of at-risk communities and (d) are the defining characteristics of communities most at risk of infection through using the 16% raw water sources which contain cryptosporidium?
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REPLY:

a) The rough estimated cost of Cryptosporidium presence monitoring is in the order of R3 000 per sample. To determine the viability of the organisms, will add an additional R1 000 per sample and may bring the total to R4 000. According to the Cryptosporidium specialists in South Africa if one would do regular national monitoring one would require at least regular monthly sampling at sites where the raw water is used directly for drinking water purposes. This brings the cost of Cryptosporidium analysis to an amount of R48 000 per annum per single site. The moment that positive results are found the sampling frequency will need to be increased to weekly monitoring, which will increase the costs to R208 000 per annum per site. If a sampling program would have been considered for South Africa and two sampling sites per WMA is allowed, the costs of the total monitoring program will be in the order of R8 million per annum.

b) The items included in this calculation are: (i) the sampling costs and (ii) analysis costs. Sampling costs include the transport to and from sampling sites, sampling equipment, and the hourly costs of sampling personnel. These sites will most probably be in rural sites that are not easily accessible and long distances need to be travelled. Analysis costs include the import of expensive Cryptosporidium-antibodies that are required during the analysis procedure; the hourly costs of expert personnel and the other expenses of the laboratory during analysis.
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c) No decision was made regarding the fact that these costs outweigh the health of at-risk communities. But the fact that safe-drinking water provision is one of the main objectives and activities of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry does make the costs for Cryptosporidium analysis an unnecessarily high additional expense. If, however, people are really at risk, the Department would consider to investigate the viability of developing a monitoring program for Cryptosporidium.

d) HIV positive members of communities are most at risk, as there does not seem to be a cure when they do get infected by Cryptosporidium.
