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553.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) Whether any records are kept of meetings attended by executive members of each water board; if not, why not; if so, 

(2) whether any of these members have been remunerated for meetings that they have not attended; if so, (a) which members, (b) to which water board do they belong and (c) how much were they paid;

(3)
whether any action will be taken against members who are 
continuously absent from executive meetings; if not, why not; if so, 
what action?
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes, Water Boards keep and maintain records of the meetings attended by the Board Members.  Minutes of Board meetings and records of attendance are kept at the head offices of each Water Board.

(2) 
Water Boards publish in their annual reports, details of remuneration 
paid to Board Members for Board activities conducted during the 
financial year and the number of meetings they attended.  It was noted 
that during the 2004/05 financial year two Board Members were 
remunerated whilst they did not attend the Board meetings.

(2)(a)
Mr M H Mokgobi
(b)  Lepelle Northern Water
(c)  R51 755

(2)(a)
Ms R J Huntley
(b)  Bloem Water

(c)  R14 858

(3) My Department has just drafted a comprehensive policy on Board practices and remuneration of Board Members effective from 1 January 2006.  The policy states that a Board Member who is absent from a meeting should not be paid for that meeting.  Further, the Chairperson of the Board may reduce the hours to be remunerated for an individual Board Member if he/she is not present for the full meeting, e.g. if the member arrives late or leaves early.  The meeting fee is calculated as an hourly rate, multiplied by the number of hours of the duration of the meeting.

Due to a lack of such a policy in the past, no action could be taken against the two Board Members. Neither of the two Board Members was re-appointed when new Boards were constituted.
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Also, in terms of section 35(2) of the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997) read together with Schedule 1, Section 4(b) states that a Member of a Water Board ceases to hold office “if he or she has been absent from more than two consecutive meetings without leave of the Chairperson”.  Leave may be granted retrospectively, if the absence of a member is due to unforeseen circumstances. 

