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664.
Mr M W Sibuyana (IFP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether, in light of the comments made by World Wildlife Fund South Africa (WWF-SA), that if current usage rates continued South Africa’s water demand would exceed supply by 2025, her department (a) plans to launch its own investigation into the accuracy of these comments and (b) has put any measures in place to ensure that water demand will not exceed supply; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(a)
No, there are no plans to launch any specific investigation into the accuracy of the World Wildlife Fund of South Africa’s (WWF-SA) comments.  If such comments were indeed made it is presumed that WWF-SA were quoting from documents issued by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.

(b)
Yes, the adequate reconciliation of water requirements and water availability on a national level is an ongoing task which my Department performs in collaboration with local authorities and other role players.  The general approach to ensure that enough water can be timeously made available to cover growing water demands is contained in the National Water Resource Strategy (NWRS) which was published in September 2004.  The National Water Resource Strategy does indicate estimated water requirements for 2025 and shows that, if nothing is done, those requirements would significantly exceed the currently available supply. But the National Water Resource Strategy also presents basic reconciliation strategies for all the nineteen Water Management Areas in the country, which are aimed at securing adequate future water availability.

In the mean time a so-called Internal Strategic Perspective (ISP) has also been prepared for each of the Water Management Areas. These Internal Strategic Perspectives give updated information and expand somewhat on the water resource management and reconciliation strategies contained in the National Water Resource Strategy. The National Water Resource Strategy and the Internal Strategic Perspectives are public documents which can be obtained from my Department or viewed on the Department’s internet website 
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(www.dwaf.gov.za).  A brief perusal of these documents, particularly the National Water Resource Strategy, would go a long way towards setting the Honourable Member’s mind at ease as regards the future water supply situation in the country.

More detailed planning of water resource developments to meet growing water requirements in specific areas also take place on an ongoing basis. For example, my Department is currently again giving particular attention to the major urban centres of the country. Comprehensive studies are undertaken and strategic implementation decisions are made to ensure that water users are supplied at a reasonable and acceptable level of assurance.

Over the past five years, the Department has strongly promoted water use efficiency for all the user sectors.  This has resulted in reduced demand growth which in turn has extended the adequacy of water resources available to metropolitan areas. But, eventually, the systems that supply those areas will have to be augmented and the Department works to achieve that objective timeously and in the most beneficial way.  To this end, reconciliation strategies are being developed for the urban centres to ensure that the water balance situations are properly monitored, that the various stakeholders accept responsibility for investigating augmentation options and that the required implementation decisions are made in good time.

