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677.
Mrs D van der Walt (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether, in light of the provisions contained in chapter 4 and 12(1) of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, her department has ensured that the relevant government departments prepared and maintained firebreaks next to all roads to prevent veldfires; if not, why not; if so, (a) what are the financial cost in respect of each year since 1998 up to the latest specified date for which information is available and (b) how does her department enforce compliance with this Act at all levels of government?
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REPLY:

Section 12(1) of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 (Act 101 of 1998) requires of every owner on whose land there is a risk of veldfire occurring and causing damage to assets of economic, social and environmental value, to prepare and maintain a firebreak on his/her side of the boundary between adjoining properties and any adjoining land. 

(a)
The Department does not have any information relating to costs incurred by organs of State for purposes of preparing and maintaining firebreaks readily available at this stage.

(b)
This requirements of section 12(1) also applies to organs of State owning land. Accordingly, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has during December 2005 written letters to all the relevant organs of State to inform them not only on this requirement, but also of their other duties and responsibilities in terms of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998. These include the duty to belong to a Fire Protection Association (FPA) where one has been formed, section 4(8) and meeting fire readiness requirements with regard to veldfire prevention and fighting resources. 

The Department has also in writing, requested Fire Protection Associations (where these exist) to submit their annual reports by 30 June 2006 as required by the regulations.  These reports require of the Forest Protection Association to include in their reporting on how organs of State and municipalities have, or have not, complied with the rules of the Fire Protection Association. These rules pertain to preparation and maintenance of firebreaks, trained fire fighters with proper fire fighting clothing and adequate fire fighting resources as contained in the letter.
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Performance of registered Fire Protection Associations is monitored and evaluated by my Department on a regular basis to check whether Fire Protection Association members (including relevant Government departments) comply with the rules set by the Associations.  

Furthermore, the Department developed a joint policy on the Compliance and Enforcement of both the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 and the National Forests Act, 1998 (Act 84 of 1998). The Department is currently finalising the guidelines on how to ensure compliance with the Acts and the enforcement thereof. A workshop for ensuring that compliance and enforcement specific strategies are developed took place on 20 to 22 June 2006 at the Department’s Roodeplaat Training Centre outside Pretoria. The guidelines will be rolled-out as soon as they have been finalized. The enforcement of the Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 will be carried out by amongst others, the Department’s Forest Officers, Fire Protection Officers (Chief Executive Officers for Fire Protection Associations), officers appointed in terms of the Fire Brigade Services Act, 1987 (Act 99 of 1987), Local Chief Fire Officers of a Fire Service, the National Prosecuting Authority and members of the South African Police Service.

