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1464.
Mrs D van der Walt (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
With regard to her department’s campaign to highlight two indigenous trees every year from 2000 to 2015, (a) what trees have been highlighted every year since 2000 and (b) what are the criteria for selecting these trees;

(2)
whether her department was involved in the annual Arbor Day events since 2000 in planting the specific trees; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details for every year since 2000; 

(3)
(a) how were communities involved in the Arbor Day celebrations since 2000 and (b)(i) what was the expenditure for every Arbor Day event held by her department since 2000 and (ii) how was the money spent?
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REPLY:
(1)(a) The following species were the Trees of the year (2001 – 2007):


2001
· Wild Pepper Tree (Loxostylis alata)

· Sneeze Wood (Ptaeroxylon obliquum)

2002
· Cheesewood (Pittosporum viridiflorum)

· Natal Flame Bush (Alberta magna)
2003

· Red Currant (Rhus Chirindensis)
· Wild Teak ( Pterocarpus angolensis)

2004
· White syringa/Mountain syringa (Kirkia Acuminata & Kirkia wilmsii)

· Hiccup nut (Combretum bracteosum)
2005
· False Cabbage Tree (Schefflera umbellifera

· Baobab (Adisonia digitata)
2006
· Wild Pomegranate (Burchellia bubalina)
· Kosi Palm (Raphia Australis)
2007
· Common Wild Currant (Rhus pyroides) 
· Poison Bride’s Bush (Pavetta schumanniana)
(1) (b) The Tree of the Year list is prepared through consultation between the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF), the South African Nurseries Association (SANA) and the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). The rationale is that each Arbor Week should focus on a common tree, suitable for planting in many regions around the country and easy to propagate at commercial scale; and an uncommon or rare tree.
(2) (a) Yes, since the 1980s,  my Department is the national custodian of Arbor Week. Its main roles are coordination of stakeholders, provision of promotional material, themes for annual celebrations and provide information on selected trees of the year.  Communities participated in various tree planting activities under the following key themes for the previous years:

· Greening:
Communities and schools were encouraged to participate in tree planting and greening programmes for beautification and improvement of their immediate environment.

· Commercial value of trees:
This theme captured the benefit that is derived from making products out of trees such as paper, planks and medicines. It also emphasised the employment and business opportunities provided by trees and forests.

· Veld and Forest Fires:
The focus of this theme was on the prevention and combating of uncontrolled wild fires and encouraged the formation of Fire Protection Associations (FPAs).

· Remembrance tree planting:
This theme was aimed at encouraging communities and individuals to plant trees in memory of their loved ones and individuals who contributed to community development and nation building.
(3)(a)(i)  Arbor Week has been used in the promotion and launching of major greening initiatives such as new recreational parks and tree planting in low cost housing. Commercial and community based nurseries benefited through the supply of trees for greening and other tree planting events associated with Arbor Week. These have assisted in stimulating local economic development. My Department has in accordance with the policy on preferential procurement, procured and encouraged other stakeholders to purchase trees from community nurseries. Furthermore my Department is promoting the establishment of community based nurseries where it is feasible to do so. Free trees were issued to individuals, community structures, schools and Non-Governmental Organisations. It must be mentioned that Arbor Week celebrations only marks the peak of ongoing tree planting programmes such as trees for homes, Eduplant and urban greening. These programmes fit well within the national programme of creating sustainable and liveable settlements for communities.

  (b)(i)    Expenditure for National Campaigns for the years in question is:

2001: R1 000 000


2002: R1 200 000


2003: R1 200 000


2004: R1 500 000


2006: R2 000 000

2007: R2 300 000
(b)(ii)   The funds were spent on National Campaigns and purchasing and distribution of trees.
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