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154.
Mr K Moonsamy (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether the free basic service policy on water provision, in terms of which families in the poorest of the poor communities, consisting of eight family members, are supplied with six kilolitres of water, applies to families with more than eight members; if not, why not;

(2)
whether the six kilolitres include the water for sewage; if not, why not?
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REPLY:

(1)
Our Free Basic Water, (FBW), National Policy recommends 6 kilolitres per household per month (kl/h/m) irrespective of household size, (equivalent to 25 litres per capita per day, (l/c/d), for a family of eight) but does not prescribe this.  In other words, if a municipality wishes and is able to provide different amounts to different household sizes, then there is nothing to preclude them from doing so.
(2)
The 6 kl/h/m FBW amount does not allow for sewage.  At the time the FBW Policy was drafted, prioritization was given to water provision.  It was necessary to separate FBW and sanitation provision and to first implement FBW; the department is currently working on a Free Basic Sanitation strategy.  
