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159.
Mrs J A Semple (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether there are any potential risks to human and/or animal health associated with drinking water from the Rietvlei Dam; if so, (a) what are the risks, (b) what is causing the risks and (c) what steps is her department taking (i) to alleviate the risks and (ii) to warn consumers about the risks?
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REPLY:

There is no risk in drinking treated water that comes from the Rietvlei Dam. DWAF discourages drinking raw water from rivers or dams without prior treatment.  
The media recently reported on research at the Rietvlei Dam that the Water Research Commission, together with the Tshwane Metropolitan City Council and the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry are carrying out research on chemicals known as Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (EDCs).  These compounds have been identified as having the potential to cause adverse health effects in humans and wildlife.  This group of chemicals are diverse and has been found in all regions of the world.  EDCs are found in chemicals used on fruits and vegetables, transformers, plastic and medical waste and packaging for food materials.  EDCs will occur in a kitchen, bathroom and garden shed.

The EDCs field of research is still a new field of study and this is one of the reasons why Rietvlei Dam was selected as a site for research due to its proximity to the relevant institutions.  No similar studies exist for comparative purposes, as this study is the first of its kind.  Also a point for consideration is that no ‘clean’ site could be found as a control site for this study.  In fact, controls were generated in an artificial laboratory environment.  There is still much research to be done here and at other sites to give one a better idea of what is important and relevant to ensure that risks are kept to a minimum.

This research is still ongoing, but it should be noted that the contaminants found in the Rietvlei Dam are nothing unusual when compared to world trends.
Regrettably the media also did not take cognisance of the media statement made by the WRC about the study.  This alarmist approach by the media is regretted and should any water resource pose a health hazard for humans or animals, this will clearly announced at official level and in this instance I wish to reiterate that there is no cause for concern.

The Rietvlei Water Treatment Plant uses multiple barriers and the best available technology to ensure that the water purified in the treatment process is of the best quality.  The best available technology accessible, as recommended by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), for removal of EDCs, as well as a number of other contaminants is used.  This technology has been in place at Rietvlei Water Treatment Plant since 1999. The Rietvlei Water Treatment Plant delivers about 6% of the water to Tshwane. 
(a) Falls away.
(b) Falls away.

(c) Falls away.
