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32.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether her department has any plans in place to combat the effects of global warming; if not, why not; if so, (a) what are the relevant details and (b) when will they come into effect?
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REPLY:

Yes, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is aware of the implications of global warming - generally referred to as global climate change (although climatologists prefer to call it global climate variation) and some of the elements of climate change are droughts and floods. 

(a) and (b)

The Department has been developing strategies to deal with the possible effects in all its areas of responsibility.  Already in September 2003 Cabinet approved the Strategic Framework for Water Services which deals with water supply and the National Water Resource Strategy the following year in September 2004, which is a framework within which we ensure sustainable management of our water resources.

These strategies were developed to account for South Africa’s already highly variable climate, and they are being implemented as a normal part of managing the natural resources for which my Department is responsible.

For instance, in addition to existing infrastructure such as dams and well fields, new infrastructural developments have recently been initiated, such as De Hoop Dam in the Limpopo Province and Berg River Dam in the Western Cape Province, to increase existing storage capacity as part of building resilience against climate change effects, and to augment existing water supplies to those regions.
Other coping strategies against climate change effects include the development of operating rules for dams to optimize supply and water conservation and demand management programmes to encourage water use efficiency.  We also enforce compliance to licensing conditions to promote sustainable resource management and use. Water users have to demonstrate that they use water sparingly and optimally before any additional allocations can be considered.
Boreholes and dams levels are also measured on regular basis as part of an ongoing programme to monitor use and availability, thus ensuring ability and preparedness to respond to climate change effects. 
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My Department has Flood Management and Drought Management Units that prepare contingency planning for extreme events such as floods and drought.  For instance, the Dam Safety Unit is responsible for ensuring that existing and new dams are designed, constructed, operated and maintained to minimize risks of failure.

To ensure that decisions made are backed by reliable information results from research work, undertaken in collaboration with the Water Research Commission, feed into departmental strategies on an ongoing basis.  This has advanced our understanding of impacts of climate change effects on water resources and vulnerabilities of communities, as well as adaptation options to ensure resilience.
My Department has also initiated the process to develop the climate change response strategy for the Water Sector to ensure systematic approach to development of adaptation strategies.

