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33.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether the dams and canals under her department’s jurisdiction are maintained to a satisfactory standard in terms of international norms for dam safety; if not, (a) why not and (b) which dams and/or canals are affected by this lack of maintenance, (c) what steps are being taken to correct the situation and (d) how does the lack of maintenance affect the surrounding communities;

(2)
whether a sufficient budget is available for maintenance; if not, why not; if so, what 
are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1)(a)
Yes. I can state up front that I am satisfied that the water resources infrastructure under the control of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is safe and that the general public need not be concerned about their own personal safety, their property or that of the water infrastructure.

Due to limited funds being made available in the past, a backlog has built up on the maintenance of the dams under the control of my Department. With regard to canals, maintenance work is carried out on a regular basis during dry periods under the normal annual operations and maintenance budget for a particular scheme.

(1)(b)
At present 160 of the 294 dams owned by my Department do not comply with current day dam safety standards.  This does not necessarily mean that these dams are unsafe.

With regard to canals, currently 17 canal schemes are earmarked for major rehabilitation work and about R36 million is budgeted for these projects over the next five years.

(1)(c)
In order to address the backlog resulting from of lack of maintenance in the past, my Department initiated a Dam Safety Rehabilitation Programme (DSRP) in April 2005. National Treasury approved R1 250 million over a period of five financial years, starting from 1 April 2006, specifically for this purpose.  Dams were prioritised and 42 projects are currently between the planning and construction phases. Rehabilitation of the other dams will be phased in later.
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(1)(d)
I wish to refer the Honourable Member to the assurance that I have already given regarding the safety of Departmental water infrastructure and I want to reiterate that the safety of communities below our State dams is not being placed in jeopardy.  If any shortcoming in terms of safety at dams, or any other water resources infrastructure under the control of my Department is identified to present a risk to life and/or property, the risk is assessed, prioritised accordingly and the necessary remedial steps are then implemented to minimize the risk and to upgrade the structure to acceptable safety standards.
(2) In my reply to part (1)(c) of the question, the Honourable Member has been provided with particulars relating to the funding provided by National Treasury to reduce the backlog. In the medium and longer term it is envisaged that the proposed National Water Resources Infrastructure Agency will fund the maintenance of all national water resources infrastructure, as well as rehabilitation of the remainder of the 160 dams, from revenue earned from water tariffs.

