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(369.
Mr G R Morgan (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
With reference to a report (“Radiological Impacts of the Mining Activities to the Public in the Wonderfonteinspruit Catchment Area’) commissioned by the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR) and the NNR’s recommendations, what remediation and mitigation measures will be implemented to provide affected communities in the Wonderfonteinspruit area with clean water; 

(2)
whether she intends relying on the continued self-regulation of mining companies responsible for the contamination to ensure the access to and protection of water resources in the catchment area; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1) The Wonderfontein Action Group, consisting of all the mines in the catchment was established and consequently initiated actions to address the impacts of mining related activities.  After the National Nuclear Regulator’s (NNR) report on the matter was published, further investigation was conducted in order to identify the key areas of concern and to highlight the hot-spots.  Consequent to this investigation the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry embarked on a process identifying appropriate clean-up scenarios.  Due to the environmental sensitivities in the Wonderfonteinspruit, the Regional Office of my Department has also identified the need for continuous public participation that will be implemented prior to any steps taken to rectify the current situation.
My Department has also conducted an investigation in order to ascertain the extent to which local communities rely directly on the Wonderfonteinspruit for access to water.  During the investigation, which included a 1 km corridor along the river, it was determined that approximately 950 people are directly affected.  The local authority has been informed of this investigation and of the fact that the affected community members should be provided with drinking water by the Water Services Authority (WSA), which is the Local Municipality.
(2)
While my Department strongly believes in the merits of self regulation, it is by no means the only method utilised for water resource management.  My Department places great emphasis on the regulatory aspects and uses the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) to ensure that the principles of sound water resource management are applied.
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