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378.
Ms A M Dreyer (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether, with regard to the Steenkoppies Aquifer in the Magaliesburg district, Mogale City municipal area, she has been informed of the study by Prof. Johan Barnard, commissioned in 1995 by her department, into this area; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so,

(2)
whether she has been informed that the predicted drying up of this water source as indicated in the study, due to the rate of abstraction being higher than the rate of absorption, is now happening two years earlier than predicted; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what action has been taken in this regard;
(3)
how many (a) boreholes in the 170 sq km area are registered with her department and (b) boreholes and pivot points in this area have been counted, as highlighted in the rapid study done for this purpose;
(4)
whether she has been informed of the new and bigger installations appearing in the Tarlton area, adjoining the existing illegal operations; if so, how many illegal pivot points did she close down;

(5)
whether she or her department has taken any steps to immediately stop any other illegal extraction of water from this ancient source; if not, why not; if so, what steps?
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REPLY:

(1) No. I am aware, however, that a Mr Heine Barnard, an official in the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry in 1995, did compile a report entitled: Technical Report No. 3877, “Investigation into the Reduction of Flow of the Maloney’s Eye”.  The Steenkoppies Dolomitic Compartment has over many years been the subject of investigations commissioned by the Department, with the last investigation in 1997 being a geohydrological evaluation of the Eye’s catchment area, also conducted by Mr Heine Barnard.

(2) No.  In the afore-mentioned two reports no references are made that Maloney’s Eye will dry up on a specified date.  During and after periods of drought, such as the drought experienced prior to 1995 and also so over the last year or two when below average rainfall was recorded over the area, over-utilisation of groundwater impacts on the yield of the underground water source.

(3)(a)
The National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) does not require the registration of individual boreholes.  Rather, water use from a resource as utilised on a particular property is registered.  This has the effect that that the total water use on a property is registered, even where the water for such use may be abstracted from a number of boreholes on that particular property.
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(3)(b)
Satellite imaging was used in 2004 to assist in the rapid identification study to determine possible areas under unlawful irrigation and it was not a case that boreholes and pivot points were counted per se in this exercise.  It should also be noted that this exercise was mainly focussed on the identification of centre pivot irrigation systems, being easy to identify on the satellite images.

(4)
No. The rapid identification of potentially unlawful water use in the Tarlton area, of which the largest part falls within the Steenkoppies Dolomitic Compartment, identified 49 properties on which potentially unlawful irrigation water use was identified.  My Department is currently still assessing the existing lawful water use status on the properties.  Two irrigation practices on two properties utilising three centre pivots for irrigating some 82 hectares (ha) were, however, closed completely by the owners upon receipt of directives from my Department.

(5)
Yes. Some 55 directives in terms of section 53(1) of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) were issued by my Department during December 2004 and January 2005.  This led to the stopping of water use of the 82 ha irrigation mentioned in my reply to part (4) of the question. In all of the other cases, investigations following the issuing of the directives indicated that some of the irrigation had in fact been practised lawfully prior to 1998. These existing irrigation practices could not be identified during the rapid process due to the fact that it is not easily discernable on satellite images.  The verification process is still continuing and existing water use of more than 65% of water uses in this Dolomitic Compartment has already been validated.

My Department has received good co-operation from water users in the area and it has not yet been necessary to physically close boreholes, lay criminal charges or obtain court intervention in cases of non-adherence to directives.  
