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380.
Mr B G Mosala (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What resources has her department set aside to implement the National Veld and Forest Fires Act, Act 101 of 1998?
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REPLY:
The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has set aside an amount of about R5 574 792,00 at National level for veldfire oversight within the Directorate Forestry Regulation.  This includes compensation of employees, goods and services:
· Compensation of employees = R 1 760 992,00

· Goods and Services  = R 3 813 800,00

The National Office of my Department has a Sub-directorate Veldfire Oversight within the Directorate Forestry Regulation which is responsible to oversee the implementation of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 (Act No 101 of 1998) [NVFFA]. The following staff complement has been allocated in this regard: 

· A Deputy Director responsible for the management of the section Veldfires Oversight

· An Assistant Director: Fire Protection Association (FPA) overseeing the FPA registrations and operations

· Two FPA Fieldworkers assessing and assisting registered FPAs and those intending to register

· An Assistant Director: Institutional Development responsible for capacity building within the section

· A Senior Administrative Clerk providing administrative support to the section

· An Assistant Director responsible for veldfire risk management

· A Veldfire Law Compliance Specialist responsible for compliance and enforcement.
The above-mentioned funds are also utilised for the communication and advocacy of veldfire awareness and developing and managing veldfire monitoring systems as follows:

· Compliance posters

· Mmaditsela posters

· Fire Danger Index (FDI) Charts and Cards

· NVFFA pocket size booklet

· NVFFA Board games for children

· Firewise Radio Adverts

· Firewise street pole posters

· NVFFA resource CD

· Veldfire Bulletin (bi-annually)

· Information sessions and training workshops (Capacity Building Programme)

· Compliance Advisory Desk

· National Veldfire Information System ( NVIS ) for reporting veldfire incidents

· FPA Registration Management System for the registration of FPAs.
Dedicated capacity in the Regional offices

My Department has appointed Fire Advisors in all the Regions to assist landowners, other Departments, Local and District Municipalities and the FPAs in their respective areas of jurisdiction in matters relating to veldfire management. The Regional offices have an operational budget for their respective areas and the following is specifically budgeted for veldfire management and associated functions:

· Eastern Cape = R 621 000,00

· Mpumalanga = R 350 000,00

· Western Cape = R 983 000,00

· Limpopo = R 852 000,00

· Free State = R 700 000,00

· KwaZulu-Natal = R 6 000 000,00

· Gauteng = R 200 000,00

· Northern Cape = R 321 000,00

· Eastern Cape = R 621 000,00

· North West = R 750 000,00. 
Regulations for rolling out Chapter 2 (Fire Protection Associations) of the NVFFA

The FPA Regulations published in terms of section 20(2) of the NVFFA outline the process to be followed in registering a FPA and matters relating thereto. Priority is given to the registration of FPAs in areas of high veldfire risk and landowners in these areas are motivated to form FPAs. My Department has to date registered 95 FPAs throughout the country and are currently working on designing a policy of financial assistance to registered FPAs, which will ensure that more funds would be made available to sustain the operations of the registered FPAs.

Integrated institutional capacity

· My Department has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the South African Weather Services to facilitate the implementation of the National Fire Danger Rating System as an early warning system.

· My Department also jointly with other sister Departments provide funding to the Working on Fire Programme. This current financial year the budget for the Working on Fire Programme is R82 million.
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