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71.
Mr M W Sibuyana (IFP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) Whether the supply of water from the Inyaka Dam to Bushbuckridge is intended to satisfy both the domestic and economic water needs of the local communities; if not, how does her department plan to address issues of the use of water for economic development in this area;

(2) whether her department will consider the utilisation of water from the Klaserie Dam for the economic development of the Bushbuckridge area; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s integrated approach to water management takes into consideration the competing demands for water, and tries to address these competing demands by taking into account: (1) Social equity and redressing the imbalances of the past (2) Ecological sustainability so that our aquatic ecosystems are protected, we preserve the quality of our water resources, and we balance the water use by upstream and downstream users;  (3) Financial considerations, which enable us to continue to generate revenue so that we can managing our water resources and infrastructure, while still ensuring that the poor are addressed through receiving Free Basic Water and other poverty eradication programmes, and (4) Economic efficiency so that there is greater efficiency in the allocation of water, particularly in water scarce regions.  To ensure that these competing demands are dealt with by the people who are directly affected, DWAF has over the past few years been involved in a process of establishing Catchment Management Agencies and thereby devolving responsibility to a local level.  This devolution of responsibility is comprehensively dealt with in the National Water Act, 1998. 
The supply of water to Bushbuckridge must therefore address the varied needs of water users –economic, ecological and social or domestic needs. The Inyaka Dam is a major dam, with a capacity of 123 million cubic metres and was constructed specifically to address the growing needs in the Bushbuckridge area.  This area includes Acornhoek, as well as communities lower down in the Sabie River, the existing irrigation in the lower Sabie area, and the ecological water requirements. Currently the raw water drawn from Inyaka Dam is purified in the Inyaka Water Treatment Works (which is a large scale water purification plant) and 20mg/l is distributed to the greater parts of Bushbuckridge. In collaboration with local authorities my Department is gradually extending the water supply network as the need arises, and it is anticipated that Bushbuckridge will receive a total supply of 30 mg/l by March 2008. Currently those areas not covered by the scheme are supplied by boreholes.  In partnership with the Provincial Government we will be accelerating the roll out of water infrastructure so that we can address the backlogs across the province, including the Bushbuckridge area.
DWAF recognises that there are economic opportunities linked to the use of water, which include: Golf courses, Lodges, Caravan parks, and other tourism opportunities linked to the Dam such as boating clubs and fishing, as well as opportunities in the agricultural sector; and through Water Allocation Reform and other DWAF initiatives such as support for resource poor farmers we look forward to water increasingly being used as a contributor to economic development in the underdeveloped regions of our country.
(2) No, as the Bushbuckridge area was intended only to be supplied by the Inyaka Dam.


The Klaserie Dam is small in comparison with the Inyaka Dam.  In comparison its yield is only 12% of that of the Inyaka Dam and this yield is already being fully utilised. 
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