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789.
Mr P F Smith (IFP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
What steps is her department taking or has it taken since 1994 to address the situation in the district of uMkanyagude in KwaZulu-Natal which is suffering from the effects of drought coupled with long-standing severe water shortages;

(2)
whether water in the Jozini Dam will be made available for greater utilisation by domestic consumers; if not, why not; of so, what are the relevant details, given the fact that a certain person (name furnished) appears to be monopolising the use of water from this dam?
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REPLY:

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has been actively involved in addressing the water shortages in the uMkhanyakude area and attending to the water needs as a result of the drought conditions.  I will deal with the two matters separately in my reply.
(1)
Water Services Capital Programme:  Under the Community Water Supply and Sanitation Programme managed by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry between 1994 and 2004, a total of about R220 million was spent in the uMkhanyakude District to implement 36 water supply schemes, serving some 340 000 people and 15 sanitation schemes serving almost 13 000 households.  Since 2005 this Programme has been extended to the Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG) Programme which is being administered by the National Department of Provincial and Local Government.  My Department fulfils an important role in this programme by assisting the District Municipalities to do proper needs assessments and conduct sound feasibility investigations into the implementation of further water and sanitation schemes.


Drought Relief Programme: My Department works closely with the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Department of Local Government and Traditional Affairs and the District Municipalities to assess the impact of the drought and mitigating interventions are being reviewed on a six monthly basis.  As a result of this my Department has motivated almost R200 million for drought impact mitigation interventions in KwaZulu-Natal since 2003.  This enabled District Municipalities to drill and equip 2 500 boreholes, erect 1 600 water tanks and deliver 1,2 million kilolitres of water with road tanker trucks to communities in distress to date.


Of the total drought relief funding to KwaZulu-Natal R37,8 million was made available to the uMkhanyakude District Municipality to date.


The most recent drought impact mitigation needs assessment performed by my Department has recommended a further R65 million to be made available to districts in KwaZulu-Natal to support them through the dry winter months of 2007.  This includes an amount of R11,4 million for the uMkhanyakude District.
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In addition to the above-mentioned two activities, my Department is also involved in a Regional Bulk Water Scheme Programme.  My Department has recently announced a Regional Bulk Water Programme to sustain water supply to many of the small community based schemes in the country.  Funding to KwaZulu-Natal amounts to R350 million over the next three years.  Of this amount about R50 million has been earmarked to provide bulk water supply from the Pongolapoort Dam (which is the official name of the dam referred to by the Honourable Member as the Jozini Dam) to the Hlabisa area, benefiting 4 000 households. 

(2)
Yes.  Although most of the water in the Pongolapoort Dam has been allocated, there is still some water available for domestic purposes.  The water in the Dam is being utilised by agriculture and for domestic water use and I will deal with the two uses separately.


A number of Water Resources Development studies have been done in the area by my Department over many years, addressing utilisation of the Pongolapoort Dam for both domestic/industrial and agricultural purposes throughout the northern areas of KwaZulu-Natal.  The bulk of the water available from the Dam is allocated to the existing Majindi irrigation scheme on the Makatini Flats and two further agricultural (irrigation) development projects for cotton and sugar farming downstream of the Dam.  About 20% of the irrigation allocation is being utilised in the neighbouring Mkuze River valley through an irrigation scheme implemented by a local commercial farmer in the area (Mr C Senekal, whose name the Honourable Member has provided) and a number of small emerging irrigators.


Several domestic water supply projects have been investigated, mainly by Mhlathuze Water Board, as implementing agent for the uMkhanyakude District Municipality, to provide water services throughout the uMkhanyakude district area from the Dam and the neighbouring Hluhluwe Dam to the south.  As a result of these investigations my Department has recently approved a major domestic water supply scheme upgrade of the Jozini Water Treatment Works to be funded from the MIG funding by the uMkhanyakude District Municipality, to be sourced from the Pongolapoort Dam, for improvement of rural domestic water supply in the area directly to the north of the dam wall.  An application from the District Municipality has also been approved for the Ntshongwe – Malobeni project to serve areas south-east of the Dam (Ubombo). In a further breakthrough development initiative, the Pongolapoort Dam has been linked, through the irrigation scheme in the Mkuze area, by the Zululand District Municipality, inland to the west of uMkhanyakude, as source of one of their larger regional schemes and will be linked to domestic water services systems serving the south western part of the uMkhanyakude district around Hluhluwe and Hlabisa.  The District Municipality is currently finalising feasibility investigations into extensions to the existing Shemula scheme to improve water services to Ingwavuma and extend services to parts of uMhlabuyalingana.


Further refinement to reduce the flood releases from the Pongolapoort Dam for maintenance of subsistence type farming of the communities around the pans along the lower Phongolo River and re-negotiation of the volume to be released to Mozambique could make further volumes of water available for irrigation development along the Makatini Flats.  All irrigation development will be linked to domestic water services provision of the communities on the Makatini Flats.

