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1939.
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a)  How does his department intend addressing the backlog in the provision of sanitation facilities to schools, (b) what is the reason for this backlog and (c)(i) what amount has been allocated for the provision of water and sanitation at schools and (ii) what portion of this amount has been used?
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REPLY:

(a)
It is a well-recognised fact that sanitation is not the responsibility of only one Government department.  All departments who are represented on the National Sanitation Task Team (NSTT) have an important role to play in the delivery of sanitation services.  The roles and responsibilities of the departments concerned are clearly spelt out in the White Paper on Basic Household Sanitation of 2001, as approved by Cabinet.

The provision of sanitation (and water supply) services to schools is the responsibility of the Department of Education together with Provincial Education Departments.  The National Education Department is responsible for:

· Development of norms and standards for school infrastructure;

· improving the funding levels for capital development;

· development, implementation, co-ordination, alignment and monitoring of policy for capital investment in education;

· development of support systems as well as capacity building at provincial level; and

· development and maintenance of information systems to support the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of capital investment in education.

The Provincial Education Departments are primarily responsible for the provision of school facilities, which include school toilets and other sanitation facilities.  They have accepted responsibility and are currently implementing projects.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s role in addressing the backlog is to audit the school sanitation problem, establish the extent of the need and prioritise areas of greatest need.  My Department's household sanitation programme will also address school sanitation where the programme is implemented.
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(b)
The reason for the backlog in the provision of sanitation facilities to schools is clear.  It is no co-incidence that the schools with the highest sanitation backlog are in rural areas and in the former homelands.  This is yet another legacy of “apartheid”.

(c)(i)
The budget for the provision of sanitation facilities at schools is managed by the Provincial Departments of Education and I do not have information on what amount has been allocated for the provision of water and sanitation at schools.  My Department manages the budget of its Community Water Supply and Sanitation Programme, which caters for water and sanitation at household level.  However, if a school or community is in an area where a water and/or sanitation project is implemented, it is the policy of my Department to incorporate the provision of water services to the school or community wherever possible.  There is no specific budgetary allocation for water and sanitation provision at schools in my Department’s budget though.  The Division of Revenue Act, 2002 (Act 5 of 2002) as well as the Municipal Infrastructure Grant process indicate that a special fund for school infrastructure is available and that my Department’s water supply and sanitation allocation is not to be used for schools.

(c)(ii)
Not applicable.

