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“WATER FOR PEOPLE FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS” - LI BING 250 BC
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1. Ensuring Water Security

Amanzi Ayimpilo - Water is Life - It is indispensable to survival and there can be
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4, Free Basic Water for the Poor
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5. The Cholera Outbreak
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thousand people with over 6000 ventilated improved pit latrines. Various efforts,
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Government, Housing and Education departments and | will shortly be presenting
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stressed country. Of this 56 billion cubic metres, 21 billion is utilised. Of this
volume 52 percent is used for agriculture and irrigation, eight percent for
forestry, 11 percent for industry, 10 percent for domestic use, with 19 percent

allocated to ensure a sustainable environment.

Management of these water resources is a strateqgic task concerning the very

prosperity of our country and security of our people. We dare not be complacent.
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water resources. This, will_guide the preparation of the Catchment Management
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Building dams today has become_somewhat controversial and questions have

been asked as to whether they are always necessary. Internationally, there are

certainly examples of projects which have had disastrous environmental

World Commission on Dams, chaired by Professor Kader Asmal.

As our society continues to grow and develop, we will have to give careful

without dams to store water from one year to the next, as well as to meet our

needs in all too frequent years of drought, we would face disaster. For example
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us not only to promote sustainability and encourage new entrants to the industry,

but also to increase revenue from R46m in 1995 to R83m last year.

The policy framework we have put in place has also seen substantial foreign
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There continues to be great potential for forestry to be part of rural development
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communal land. Similar approaches are possible in other areas, particularly the
Eastern Cape.
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spots. In controlled conditions such aliens are not invasive. We must note -

however that every single house that burned down in the fires on the Table
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environment and the potentially damaging broader impacts of such interventions. -
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vegetation, shoring-up mountain slopes and in fire fighting teams, (Deleted: both
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| have given my fullest support to the urban greening programme of such

\

organisations as Trees and Food for Africa, and we must ensure that our |

\

townships and bleak rural settlements become just as green as the affluent

\ \

suburbs. Our commitment to Arbor Week and Water Week and the planting of

\

\

Deleted: {

On a personal note, | grew up in a
city and suburb which was and
still is beautified by oaks and
jacarandas and other aliens and |
will continue to advocate their
protection and retention in such
controlled environments. The fact
that Johannesburg has over six
million trees makes it an urban
forest that is a part of this
country’s unique heritage.
Pretoria should ever remain the
“Jacaranda City”. These are
potential tourist drawcards
unrivalled anywhere in the world.{
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trees “to heal the nation” is bearing fruit and have become_popular events in our (Deleted: But
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Let this country be inhabited by a Water Wise population with everg ,rgen,ﬁng,e@,/{

Deleted: wise Water Resource
managers, and by

T
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We will ensure that Water, Sanitation and Forests feature high on the agenda of

next year’s Earth Summit in Johannesburg.
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| turn in appreciation to those who give their best efforts to make it happen — my
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Pula Nala Kgotso! From rain
comes the greenery that creates
peace. |

Let our country be blessed by
abundant rainfall.{
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