‘ SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE HONORABLE MINISTER RONNIE

KASRILS AT THE OPENING OF THE EBENHAESER BALANCING

‘ DAM IN EBENHAESER ON 24 NOVEMBER 2003

MOLWENI, GOEIE MORE, GOOD MORNING.
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Since then, much has been done to ensure a reqular supply of water
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the Clanwilliam dam built in 1932, the Bulshoek barrage built in 1919

and the canal system bringing water to Vredendal. In 1966 the wall

of the Clanwilliam Dam was raised to make more water available.

This water infrastructure has no doubt contributed to the fact that

Vredendal is currently one of the fastest growing towns in this
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previously deprived communities. They must now be given the
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transformed into a Water User Association. Under this guise, we are

in the process of transferring the management of the irrigation

scheme to the Water User Association. This process has not been

without its pain.

Earlier this year | had to intervene after one of the water user

association workers had a chain padlocked around his arm. While it

may have been insensitively laughed off as a joke by the perpetrators

and | don’t buy that lame excuse, it was clear evidence to me of the

racist attitudes that still pertained here. | doubt very much whether the

same actions would have been taken by management if he had been

a white man.
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| will be meeting with the management committee and workers of the

Lower Orange River Water User Association later on to discuss how

we _can work with them to ensure that they move away from the |

apartheid past and help to establish a working environment in which | |
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area can be put to best use to bring prosperity and dignity to our

black brothers and sisters.
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the Lower Olifants River Water
User Association for running at
such speed and for wanting to
be at the forefront of
transformation in this country.

I hope that this commitment
will greatly influence the lives
of our people.|
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Olifants River Government
Water Scheme. Run-off from
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best we can use government owned irrigation infrastructure to

provide development opportunities for resource poor farmers and

disadvantaged communities. | am convinced that, if we have the will,

J will also be establishing an advisory committee to advise me on how |
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we can bring about remarkable change in our farming communities,

to the benefit of all South Africans. | am also still in discussion with

the Unions, reviewing the transfer of workers from my Department to

Water User Association and the structure of these institutions.
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stabilize the water supply to three commercial farmers as well as the

Municipal water supply of Ebenhaeser. The operation of this dam

now forms part of the larger scheme to ensure that all users, and

especially the community of Ebenhaeser get their share of water at
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assurance of supply for good clean water at equal service standards

to all consumers. With your contribution in payment of services, the

municipality of Matzikama has an obligation to ensure that your

services are also of a high standard.
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| have also been informed that the Department of Agriculture has
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made funds amounting to R 800,000 available to repair and upgrade | peteted:, )

the Ebenhaeser canal system. With the repair of the Ebenhaeser

canal and the construction of the balancing dam, plans to uplift this
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new. | want to thank the Lower Olifants River Water User

Association for running at such speed and for wanting to be at the
forefront of transformation in this country. | hope that this

commitment will greatly influence the lives of our people.

The Vredendal scheme | am talking about refers to the Olifants River
Government Water Scheme. Run-off from the Cederberg mountains is
collected in the Clanwilliam Dam and water is controlled and released
systematically from the Bulshoek barrage into a gravity-driven canal

system.
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This means that water flows to Vredendal from Clanwilliam by its own

steam without any pumping action along the way.
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The scheduled irrigable area being supplied with water by this from

Clanwilliam is 12 000 ha of which 9400 ha is scheduled area is irrigated

from this canal system.
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mounts to 9 400 ha, owned by approximately 200 farmers.
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The Lower Olifants River Water User Association has the very
important task of running the scheme. This makes it important that

the

Page 6: [6] Deleted Barbara Schreiner 18/11/2003 22:20:00
finalized as soon as possible. | need to bring to your attention that

I will be meeting with the Water User Association Board after this
ceremony. This is an indication of how Government will be bringing
management of water resources closer to the people that we are

serving.
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With responsibility comes accountability. We don’t only want

Whites or Coloureds or Blacks in the
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se Water Management teams. We must ensure that each group

and user sector play an active role in water management. Again |
wish to reiterate that we must all hold hands and work together so

that water can be of benefit to us all.

This co-operation and integration of all groups must be monitored
to ensure efficient and equitable use and management of our
precious water resources and scheme assets. The use of business

plans and other reports will be used to assess the
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success of water management for all in this region.
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| will request is the progress of water users associations to assist

with the
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re accessible to these groups to ensure full integration of

resources.
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