Minister Hendricks launches Arbor Week 2008
Media release by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry

14 August 2008
The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is calling on all South Africans to join in celebrating this year’s Arbor Week by planting trees in their areas.  Minister Lindiwe Hendricks will lead this initiative by planting trees at a newly established park in the Lamontville Township in Durban to mark the launch Arbor Week 2008 on 1st September. 

Minister Hendricks will be joined by the Councillors from eThekwini Metro Council, government leaders from the KwaZulu\Natal Legislature and the local community.

Under the theme Plant trees – save our planet, the launch of Arbor Week will set the stage for similar events around the country in which various stakeholders, including government departments, NGOs, schools and communities will participate in.  

The Department led the successful start of the Plant a Million Trees campaign launched by President Thabo Mbeki together with Minister Hendricks at Garankuwa in Pretoria last year. This campaign seeks to accelerate the Trees for Food Program. 

A total of 681 749 trees have been planted since then, with the Mpumalanga province in the lead at 129 314 trees planted thus far.  The campaign also includes the greening of South Africa which is aimed at changing the country’s vegetation landscape. 

The Arbor Week campaign is aimed at achieving the following objectives:

 

· To promote improved knowledge of trees particularly indigenous trees and their importance.
· To stress the necessity for the public to contribute to the greening of South Africa by planting and caring for trees.
· To highlight the vital roles of trees in the natural environment.
· To contribute to the achievement of green, dignified and healthy environments in all parts of the country.
· To encourage the youth to participate in tree planting activities and related environmental education programmes

 

According to the project manager of Arbor Week in the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, Mr Tebogo Mathiane, Arbor Week has become a roaring success in recent years with more people showing more interest in the planting of trees. 
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