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Gariep Inn near Gariepdam. 



 

Document number 14/12/16/3/3/1/2996, Revision 1, Date 2024/07/31 11 
 

 

 

 

Kuilfontein Farm Stall near Springfontein 
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Engen fuel station near Springfontein. 
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OVK Trade in Trompsburg 
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Table 2 Hard copies of draft BAR 

Gariepdam library - 11 Patrys Street 
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Lourier Park library - Cnr Doringkiaat & Nanabessie Streets 
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2.1.4 Background information documents 

A Background Information Document (BID) wassent out to all I&APs who were on the previous I&AP 
list, as obtained from GladAfrica (previous consultants), as well as to newly identified I&APs, hand 
delivered (where possible) to landowners along the proposed pipeline route and placed along with the 
draft BAR hard copies in the four identified public libraries as listed below. 

Refer to Annexure 5 for the BID. 

2.1.5 Web uploads 

2.1.5.1 DWS 
The draft BAR and annexures have been published on the DWS webssite for the full 30-day PP period 
at the link below: 

https://www.dws.gov.za/projects.aspx 

 

Figure 1: DWS Website 

2.1.5.2 Zutari 
The draft BAR and annexures have been published on the Zutari webssite for the full 30-day PP period 
at the link below 

https://geoverse.zutari.com/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=2f48681c19a24836bc
fc03da3c653c3a  

https://www.dws.gov.za/projects.aspx
https://geoverse.zutari.com/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=2f48681c19a24836bcfc03da3c653c3a
https://geoverse.zutari.com/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=2f48681c19a24836bcfc03da3c653c3a
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Refer to Annexure 6 for the invitation to the engagement meeting, Annexure 7 for the 
presentation and Annexures 8.1-8.3 for the attendance registers.  

3 Comments and Response Report  

All comments received during the 30-day comment period have been captured in the Comments and 
Response Report (CRR). All original emails and responses have been captured as well to inform the 
decision-making.  

Refer to Annexure C.2 to the final BAR for the CRR 

Refer to Appendices 9.1-9.30 for all original comments (Entry) received and responses to these 
comments.  

Summary of Appendices to the Public Participation Report 

 



 

Document number 14/12/16/3/3/1/2996, Revision 1, Date 2024/07/31 24 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Document number 14/12/16/3/3/1/2996, Revision 1, Date 2024/07/31 25 
 

 

 

In diversity there is beauty and 
there is strength. 
MAYA ANGELOU 

   Document Prepared by: 

Zutari (Pty) Ltd 
Reg No 1977/003711/07 
1 Century City Drive 
Waterford Precinct 
Century City 
Cape Town 
South Africa 
PO Box 494 
Cape Town 
8000  
Docex: DX 204 
 
T 
  
E 
W 

+27 21 526 9400 
  
capetown@zutari.com 
zutari.com 

 



Document number 1001792, Revision number 0, Date 2022/04/08  
 

 

1 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: DFFE Meeting Minutes 
Appendix 2.1: Xariep Email Notification 
Appendix 2.2: Email Reminder 
Appendix 3.1: Advert (City Press) 
Appendix 3.2: Advert (The Rapport) 
Appendix 4: Library transmitals 
Appendix 5: Background Information Document (BID) 
Appendix 6: Email Meeting Invite 
Appendix 7: PPP Presentation 
Appendix 8: Attendace Registers 
Appendix 9: PPP Comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Document number 1001792, Revision number 0, Date 2022/04/08  
 

 

APPENDIX 1: DFFE MEETING MINUTES 
  



Page 1 of 5

XHARIEP PIPELINE FEASIBILITY STUDY (WP11405)

MEETING BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION (DWS),
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND ENVIRONMENT (DFFE) AND ZUTARI

Date and Time: 07 November 2023, 10:00 Venue: Virtual (Teams)

1. Attendance

Name Initials Entity/Position Email Telephone

Mahlatse Shubane MS DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations

mshubane@dffe.gov.za 012 399 9417

Mmatlala Rabothata MR
DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations mrabothata@dffe.gov.za 012 399 9174

Olivia Letlalo OL
DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations oletlalo@dffe.gov.za 012 399 8815

Thembisile Mnisi TM DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations

tmnisi@dffe.gov.za 012 399 8838

Makhosi Yeni MY
DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations myeni@dffe.gov.za 012 399 9400

Chrissie Fourie CF
DWS: Directorate: Water Resource
Development Planning fouriec@dws.gov.za 082 809 2355

Dr Menard Mugumo MM
DWS: Directorate: Water Resource
Development Planning mugumom@dws.gov.za 082 804 5162

Sanet van Jaarsveld SvJ
DWS: Directorate: Water Resource
Development Planning vanjaarsvelds@dws.gov.za 079 510 8523

Stephan Kleynhans SK Zutari stephan.kleynhans@zutari.com 083 293 5716

Frankie A’Bear FAB Zutari frankie.abear@zutari.com 021 526 6025

Corlie Steyn CS Zutari corlie.steyn@zutari.com 044 805 5421

Jarryd Finkelstein JF Zutari jarryd.finkelstein@zutari.com 072 567 3371

Wynand Loftus WL Zutari wynand.loftus@zutari.com 072 354 2607

2. Apologies

Name Initials Entity/Position Email Telephone

Kevin Methebula KM
DFFE: Chief Directorate: Integrated
Environmental Authorisations klmathebula@dffe.gov.za

3. Matters and Actions

No Item Action

1 Agenda, welcome and introductions
Ʒ WL welcomed everyone and asked attendees to introduce themselves.
Ʒ WL went through the agenda of the meeting:

¶ Agenda, welcome and introductions
¶ Overview of the project
¶ Confirmation of the Competent Authority
¶ Listed Activities and proposed specialists (DFFE Screening Tool)
¶ Proposed Public Participation Plan

mailto:myeni@dffe.gov.za
mailto:schalk.vdm@zutari.com
mailto:vanjaarsvelds@dws.gov.za
mailto:stephan.kleynhans@zutari.com
mailto:frankie.abear@zutari.com
mailto:corlie.steyn@zutari.com
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No Item Action

¶ Any other matters
¶ Way forward

Ʒ WL then asked SvJ to introduce the project.
Ʒ SvJ introduced the project and explained that there was a previous

Environmental Authorisation (EA) completed by Mangaung Metropolitan
Municipality (MMM) but that has lapsed. DWS took over the implementation
of the project and would like to understand the process for application and if
information can be used from the previous application.

Ʒ MS asked to share reference number.

¶ WL responded that the EA was not issued by DFFE and MS confirmed
that a reference number is not required.

Ʒ OL asked:

¶ When was the EA issued?
- SK noted that it was issued in 2018 and shared further details in

the presentation.
¶ Why was it issued by the province and why come to DFFE now?

- WL noted that the applicant has changed.
¶ Is it the same project?

- SK noted that the same pipeline alignment will be followed but
explained that there are small changes to the project scope,
including the infrastructure size.

2. OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

2.1 Location, Applicant and need for the project
The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) is proposing to construct a potable
or raw water pipeline from the Gariep Dam wall to the Greater Bloemfontein Water
Supply System (GBWSS) to relieve the severe water shortages that are often
experienced in the Greater Mangaung area.

The proposed water augmentation scheme will traverse the Xhariep District
Municipality (XDM) and the Kopanong Local Municipality (KLM) in particular, as well
as the MMM. The entire project will be in the Free State Province.

Ʒ WL started the presentation.
Ʒ SK expanded on the project overview. It is a similar project to MMM, but the

DWS scope is for a longer planning horizon, different infrastructure sizing and
an additional route. The project entails abstracting water out of the Gariep
Dam and transfer the water into the supply region of GBWSS. There are
essentially four schemes:

¶ Scheme 1: Gariep Dam to Bloemfontein (potable water)
¶ Scheme 2: Gariep Dam to Novo Outfall (raw water)
¶ Scheme 3: Gariep Dam to Knellpoort Dam (raw water)
¶ Scheme 4: Gariep Dam to Rustfontein Dam (raw water)

Ʒ Main components;

¶ Raw water abstraction and pumping,
¶ Water treatment,
¶ Transfer to MMM and other towns along route,
¶ Terminal storage,
¶ Connection into existing bulk distribution infrastructure, and
¶ Support services that include power supply and access roads.

Ʒ SK opened the floor for comments or questions on the scope of the project.

¶ MS asked if a WUL be required.
- WL responded that there is a WULA that will be undertaken for

the project and is part of the scope of this project.
- SK confirmed that the project team met with DWS Free State.

An institutional study is also included in the study to understand
which institutional body should own and operate the
infrastructure. The DWS Free State officials confirmed that the
WUL applicant must be the institution that will be the owner of
the infrastructure.

¶ OL asked whether all four schemes will be included in the assessment:
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- WL confirmed that only one scheme will be taken forward into
the Basic Assessment process.

- SK confirmed that the schemes are just different tie in points to
the regional infrastructure. Schemes 2 and 3 were excluded from
a cost perspective. The final estimates and comparison are
being done between Schemes 1 and 4.

- OL requested that only the preferred and alternative schemes
are put forward in the application documents. The four
alternatives must be explained but only two are taken forward
the assessments. Additionally, if the preferred and alternative
schemes are not feasible, the EA issued on these schemes will
not be applicable to the eliminated schemes. WL noted the
request.

¶ OL asked if there will be any consideration to source power from
renewable energy sources to protect the infrastructure from load
shedding?
- SK confirmed that the project has not considered renewable

energy. Eskom confirmed that they have power available. The
solar installation would be a considerable footprint due to the
power requirements of the infrastructure.

¶ OL asked who will issue the WUL and what is the application process.
- SvJ reiterated that the institutional arrangements investigation

still needs to be undertaken. It is possible for DWS Head Office
(National) to apply to the DWS Regional Office but preferably
Vaal Central Water Board (VCWB) or MMM will be the applicant
of the license – i.e., whoever will own and operate the
infrastructure.

- MM stated that in this project DWS will not issue a license to
itself. DWS Regional is the issuing authority and will not issue a
license to DWS Head Office for this project. The necessary
studies and planning must be done during the study and once
the institutional arrangements are finalised the WULA will be
submitted in the name of the operator (likely to be VCWB or
MMM).

- OL requested the information regarding the WULA process is
included in the EA documentation.

- SvJ asked OL if the EA will be issued by NEMA on condition that
the other authorisations are granted.

- OL wants to avoid conditional EAs or issuing EAs without a clear
understanding of the other authorisations.

Zutari

Zutari

2.2 Previous Authorisation
An Environmental Authorisation (EA) was signed and authorised by the Department
of Economic, Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs
(DESTEA) on 07/03/2018 in terms of the NEMA Regulations of 2014 (as amended).

Condition 1.6 stipulates: If commencement of the activity does not occur within a
period of 3 (three) years from the date of issue, the Authorisation lapses, and a new
application for and EA must be made. The applicant was the Manguang Metropolitan
Municipality.

The EA lapsed, and a new process is underway.
Ʒ MS asked why did the project not materialise.

¶ SK responded that it was mainly a funding matter. SvJ added that
DWS wanted to ensure the project was undertaken from a national
and/or regional perspective, therefore DWS took over the planning of
the pipeline.

Ʒ MS asked why MMM did not apply for an extension.

¶ WL replied that MMM did not apply for an extension, but he is not
aware of the reasoning.

3 CONFIRMATION OF THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY
Ʒ It was agreed that the competent authority is DFFE as DWS is the applicant.
Ʒ According to NEMA 24C (2) (d):
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(2) The Minister must be identified as the competent authority in terms
of subsection (1), unless otherwise agreed to in terms of section 24C
(3), if the activity-
(d) is undertaken, or is to be undertaken, by-
(i) a national department.

4 LISTED ACTIVITIES

4.1 Listed activities identified as applicable to the project and presented:
Ʒ Listing Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended: 9, 11, 12,13, 14,

19 and 27
Ʒ Listing Notice 2 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended: 4, 9 , 11, 15

(considered but not listed)
Ʒ Listing Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended: 4, 10, 12

Please see presentation attached for the listed activities and descriptions.
Ʒ TM requested that in the application the sub-activity is indicated for all

applicable activities.
Ʒ MS suggested that the listed activities must be clear, avoid words such as

“likely to be”. Additionally the units used in the description must correlate to
the units used in the activity. WL noted the comment.

Zutari

Zutari

4.2 Identified and presented specialist studies that will need to be conducted
during the EIA process:
Ʒ DFFE Screening tool lists the following studies for all the schemes.

¶ Agriculture
¶ Animals
¶ Aquatic Biodiversity
¶ Archaeological and Heritage
¶ Geotechnical
¶ Socio Economic
¶ Palaeontology
¶ Plants
¶ Terrestrial Biodiversity

Ʒ WL confirmed that Zutari has identified the project requires a Basic
Assessment.

Ʒ Zutari will determine the required study locations and necessary statements. Zutari

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
WL presented the following:
The availability of the Scoping Report for comment will be announced by way of:
Ʒ A four-page background information document (BID) that will be distributed to

all stakeholders on the database, with a comment and registration sheet
attached.

Ʒ Site notices will be erected at strategic places in the project area.
Ʒ A statutory media advertisement will be placed in a national and a regional

newspaper widely read along the pipeline route, while placement in a
representative regional/local newspaper may be considered.

The BID, advertisement and site notices will also contain information on the IWULA,
and any other regulatory requirements.

The same process, as described for the scoping phase will be followed in the EIA
phase. During these three public meetings and two authority feedback sessions, the
findings of the specialist studies and their proposed mitigation measures will be
presented to stakeholders to determine whether their concerns have been
considered. During the EIA comment period, the EMP will also be made available for
comment by stakeholders.

EIA: The PPP is an essential and regulatory requirement for an environmental
authorisation process, and is guided by Regulations under the NEMA, specifically the
EIA Regulations (GN R982) (NEMA).
WULA: PPP will be conducted as per the requirements of The National Water Act
(NWA) (Act No 36 of 1998).
Borrow Pits: PPP will be conducted as per the requirements of the MPRDA if
required.
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6 ANY OTHER MATTERS
To conclude the presentation WL asked the following:
Ʒ Zutari need to do pre-application PPP. Is this necessary?

¶ There has been a previous PPP completed as part of the previous EA.
Zutari will complete a Background Information Document to provide the
I&APs with the explanation of why the same project is going through
another environmental process but with a different client and different
competent authority.

Ʒ Other authorisations: WULA and possible borrow pit application(s). Zutari will
do the WULA process as agreed with DWS.

Ʒ EMPR: Does Zutari need to submit a final EMPr with the final report (BAR or
EIA) as per new legislation?

¶ OL confirms that the project team must submit the final EMPr with the
final layout.

Ʒ Will Zutari need to submit consent forms for the linear pipeline (latest DFFE
consent template) for both the preferred scheme as well as a possible
alternative?

¶ CS confirmed for BAR process, the consent forms for the linear activity
are not needed, only for the treatment works, pump stations, etc.

¶ CS noted that consent forms will likely be required for the WUL
application. SvJ and MM confirmed that this discussion will be taken up
with DWS Regional.

Zutari

Zutari

Zutari

DWS

7 WAY FOWARD
Ʒ WL asked attendees for their view on whether it should be an EIA or BAR

process.

¶ OL said that they cannot confirm the process of the listed activities and
specialist studies as this is the applicant’s duty.

¶ MS reiterated OL comments saying that the screening tool is there to
guide.

Ʒ WL confirmed that Zutari will do a thorough site sensitivity verification report
as per the protocols and either confirm or dispute the sensitivity.

WL

8 CLOSING
Ʒ WL thanked all attendees for their attendance.
Ʒ OL added that if this project is considered a Strategic Infrastructure Project

(SIP) to ensure a confirmation letter from Infrastructure South Africa is
submitted with the application form. She noted that for SIPs the final decision
must be made within 57 days. Additionally, she requested that the draft report
must be submitted to Biodiversity for comments.

Ʒ WL will send through the minutes for acceptance.
Ʒ SvJ thanked the DFFE officials for their time and guidance.

Zutari

Approved by:

Ms S van Jaarsveld
Department of Water and Sanitation

Directorate: Water Resource Development
Planning

Ms O Letlalo
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment

Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental
Authorisations

Date:
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1. AGENDA

1. Agenda, welcome and introductions

2. Overview of the project

3. Confirmation of the Competent Authority

4. Listed Activities and proposed specialists (DFFE Screening Tool)

5. Proposed Public Participation

6. Any other matters

7. Way forward



Location, Applicant and need for the project:

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)  is
proposing to construct a potable or raw water pipeline
from the Gariep Dam wall to the Bloemfontein
surrounding area to relieve the severe water shortages
that are often experienced in the Greater Mangaung
Metropolitan area. The proposed water augmentation
scheme will traverse the Xhariep District Municipality
(XDM) and the Kopanong Local Municipality (KLM) in
particular, as well as the Mangaung Metropolitan
Municipality (MMM). The entire project will be located
in the Free State Province.

2. OVERVIEW



Previous Authorisation:

An Environmental Authorisation (EA) was signed and authorised by
the Department of Economic, Small Business Development, Tourism
and Environmental Affairs (DESTEA) on 07 July 2018 in terms of the
NEMA Regulations of 2014 (as amended). Condition 1.6 stipulates: If
commencement of the activity does not occur within a period of 3
(three) years from the date of issue, the Authorisation lapses, and a
new application for and EA must be made. The applicant was the
Manguang Metropolitan Municipality.

The EA lapsed, and a new process is underway (this pre-application
phase).
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2. OVERVIEW (CONT.)



The Greater Mangaung Water Augmentation Project: Xhariep Pipeline (herein after referred to as the Xariep Pipeline)
comprises a bulk water transfer system that will transfer potable or raw water from the Gariep dam to the Bloemfontein
surrounding area. The components will inter alia include:

(i) raw water abstraction and pumping,

(ii) potable water treatment,

(iii) transfer of water,

(iv) terminal storage, and

(v) connection to Bloemfontein’s reticulation system.

The proposed Xhariep project will involve abstraction at the Gariep dam through the existing abstraction point, a raw water
pumping station, and transfer pipelines to a water treatment works (WTW) located at a suitable site near the Gariep dam.
Four pipeline routes or options are proposed to feed potable / raw water to infrastructure that service the Bloemfontein
surround area. Support services for bulk power and communication need to be provided.
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2. OVERVIEW (CONT.)



Confirmation that the Department: Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment (DFFE) is the competent authority

The applicant is the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) Head Office.

According to NEMA 24C (2) (d):

24C Procedure for identifying competent authority

(2) The Minister must be identified as the competent authority in terms of subsection (1), unless otherwise agreed to in terms
of section 24C (3), if the activity-

(d) is undertaken, or is to be undertaken, by-

(i) a national department.
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3. COMPETENT AUTHORITY

,



Listing Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity No

Diameter 1-2 range, The expected flow will be a
minimum of 60 million m³/a (å1.9kl/s)

The proposed project entails the construction of a
potable water pipeline of approximately 185 km with an
internal diameter of approximately 1400mm. (Possibly
listed)

The development of infrastructure exceeding 1 000 metres in length for the bulk transportation of
water or storm water—

(i) with an internal diameter of 0,36 metres or more; or

(ii) with a peak throughput of 120 litres per second or more;

9

A new substation will be required, likely to be
33kV, and will not exceed 275kV. (Possibly listed)

The development of facilities or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of electricity—

(i) outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of more than 33 but less than

275 kilovolts; or

(ii) inside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of 275 kilovolts or more;

excluding the development of bypass infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of

electricity where such bypass infrastructure is —

(a) temporarily required to allow for maintenance of existing infrastructure;

(b) 2 kilometres or shorter in length;

(c) within an existing transmission line servitude; and
will be removed within 18 months of the commencement of development.

11



Listing Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity No

The physical footprint at the crossing of the river may
be 100 square metres or more possibly at the Riet
River and Kaal spruit. (Possibly listed)

The development of—

(i) dams or weirs, where the dam or weir, including infrastructure and water surface area,
exceeds 100 square metres; or

(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100 square metres or more;

where such development occurs—

(a)within a watercourse;

(b)in front of a development setback; or

(c)if no development setback exists, within 32 metres of a watercourse, measured from the
edge of a watercourse.

12

A new ±10 Ml balancing reservoir will be constructed
along the route with a booster pump station (footprint
likely to be 250m x 150m). (Possibly listed)

The development of facilities or infrastructure for the off-stream storage of water, including
dams and reservoirs, with a combined capacity of 50 000 cubic metres or more, unless such
storage falls within the ambit of activity 16 in Listing Notice 2 of 2014

13
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Listing Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed activityActivity No

During construction cement and hydrocarbons may be stored in the construction camps,
but it has been established that the combined capacity will not exceed 500 cubic metres.
At the Water Treatment Works (WTW) on-site chemical storage and volume will depend
on the type of treatment required, which is still being investigated though the amount will
not exceed 500m³. (Possibly listed)

The development and related operation of facilities or
infrastructure, for the storage, or for the storage and
handling, of a dangerous good, where such storage occurs
in containers with a combined capacity of 80 cubic metres
or more but not exceeding 500 cubic metres

14

At watercourse crossings (e.g. the Riet River and Kaal Spruit) 10 cubic metres or more
of soil, sand, pebbles or rock will be excavated and removed. (Possibly listed)

The infilling or depositing  of any material of more than 10
cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, removal or
moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of
more than 10 cubic metres from a watercourse;

19

The ancillary works (e.g. the WTW near the Gariep Dam wall; the pump stations and the
balancing reservoir) at various points along the route that will equate to clearance of
approximately 750hectares. (Possibly listed or Listing Notice 2 No 15)

The clearance of an area of 1 hectares or more, but less
than 20 hectares  of indigenous vegetation, except where
such clearance of indigenous vegetation is required for—

the undertaking of a linear activity; or

maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a
maintenance management plan

27



Listing Notice 2 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity
No

During construction cement and hydrocarbons may be stored in the
construction camps, but it has been established that the combined capacity
will not exceed 500 cubic metres. At the Water Treatment Works (WTW) the
on-site chemical storage and volume will depend on the type of treatment
required, which is still being investigated, though the amount will not exceed
500m³. (Not listed as Listing Notice 1 No 14 is possibly listed)

The development and related operation of facilities or
infrastructure, for the storage, or storage and handling of a
dangerous good, where such storage occurs in containers with a
combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.

4

A new substation will be required, likely to be 33kV, and will not exceed
275kV. (Not listed)

The development of facilities or infrastructure for the transmission
and distribution of electricity with a capacity of 275 kilovolts or
more, outside an urban area or industrial complex excluding the
development of bypass infrastructure for the transmission and
distribution of electricity where such bypass infrastructure is —

(a) temporarily required to allow for maintenance of existing
infrastructure;

(b) 2 kilometres or shorter in length;

(c) within an existing transmission line servitude; and

will be removed within 18 months of the commencement of
development

9



Listing Notice 2 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity No

Not listed due the exclusion as the water will be for drinking purposes.The development of facilities or infrastructure for the transfer of 50 000

cubic metres or more water per day, from and to or between any

combination of the following —

(i) water catchments;

(ii) water treatment works; or

(iii) impoundments;

excluding treatment works where water is to be treated for drinking
purposes.

11

The ancillary works (e.g. the WTW near the Gariep Dam wall; the pump stations and
the balancing reservoir) at various points along the route that will equate to clearance
of  approximately 750hectares. (Possibly listed but not likely)

The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of indigenous

vegetation, excluding where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is

required for—

(i) the undertaking of a linear activity; or

(ii) maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a maintenance
management plan.

15



Listing Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity
No

Sensitive area. Care will be taken to stay out of sensitive areas but where
it cannot be avoided this activity will be applied for. (Not listed)

The development of reservoirs, excluding dams, with a capacity of more
than 250 cubic metres.

b. Free State

i. Outside urban areas:;

(bb) Sensitive areas as identified in an environmental management
framework as contemplated in chapter 5 of the Act and as adopted by
the competent authority;

(dd) Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic biodiversity
plans adopted by the competent authority or in bioregional plans;

(ff) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or  world heritage sites
or 5 kilometres from any other protected area identified in terms of
NEMPAA or from the core area of a biosphere reserve

2

FA0



Slide 12

FA0 The reservoir is not likely to be in a sensitive area but the location is unknown as of yet.
Frankie A'Bear, 2023-10-03T09:20:51.441



Listing Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity
No

It is likely that an access track will be required next to
the pipeline. The track width is most probably going to
be 4m. Care will be taken to stay out of sensitive areas
but where it cannot be avoided this activity will be
applied for. (Possibly listed)

The development of a road wider than 4 metres with a reserve less than 13,5 metres.

a. Free State

i. Outside urban areas:

(cc) Sensitive areas as identified in an environmental management framework as
contemplated in chapter 5 of the Act and as adopted by the competent authority;

(ee) Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans;

(gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres from
any other protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a biosphere
reserve, excluding disturbed areas.

4



Listing Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

4.1 LISTED ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

DescriptionRelevant Listed ActivityActivity No

Care will be taken not to place construction camps in
any area that will trigger this Item, but there may be
an instance where this cannot be avoided, and this
activity will be applied for. (Possibly listed)

The development and related operation of facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or
storage and handling of a dangerous good, where such storage occurs in containers
with a combined capacity of 30 but not exceeding 80 cubic metres.

Free State

cc) Sensitive areas as identified in an environmental management framework as
contemplated in chapter 5 of the Act and as adopted by the competent authority;

(ee) Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted by
the competent authority or in bioregional plans;

(gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or world heritage sites or 5
kilometres from any other protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA or from the
core areas of a biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas.

10

The proposed pipeline will traverse more than one
wetland and watercourse.
There is one critical biodiversity area within the
proposed pipeline route and more than 300 square
metres will most probably be cleared.
There may be land that are currently zoned
conservation. (Possibly listed)

The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or more of indigenous vegetation
except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is required for
maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a maintenance
management plan.
(b) Free State
ii. Within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional plans;
iv. Areas within a watercourse or wetland; or within 100 metres from the edge of
a watercourse or wetland.

12



DFFE Screening tool lists the following sensitivities, and the following studies will have to be done in agreement with
DFFE (Option 1, 2 , 3 and 4):

1. Agriculture

2. Animals

3. Aquatic Biodiversity

4. Heritage

5. Geotechnical

6. Socio Economic

7. Palaeontology

8. Plants

9. Terrestrial Biodiversity

DFFE Screening Report:

4.2 SPECIALISTS



The availability of the Scoping Report for comment will be announced by way of:

1. A four-page background information document (BID) that will be distributed to all stakeholders on the database, with a comment and
registration sheet attached.

2. Site notices will be erected at strategic places in the project area.

3. A statutory media advertisement will be placed in a national and a regional newspaper widely read along the pipeline route, while
placement in a representative regional/local newspaper may be considered.

The BID, advertisement and site notices will also contain information on the IWULA, and any other regulatory requirements.

The same process, as described for the scoping phase will be followed in the EIA phase. During these three public meetings and two authority
feedback sessions, the findings of the specialist studies and their proposed mitigation measures will be presented to stakeholders to determine
whether their concerns have been considered. During the EIA comment period, the EMP will also be made available for comment by
stakeholders.

• EIA: The PPP is an essential and regulatory requirement for an environmental authorisation process, and is guided by Regulations under
the NEMA, specifically the EIA Regulations (GN R982) (NEMA).

• WULA: PPP will be conducted as per the requirements of The National Water Act (NWA) (Act No 36 of 1998)

• Borrow Pits: PPP will be conducted as per the requirements of the MPRDA

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



Any other matters:

7.1 Does Zutari need to do pre – application PPP. Is this necessary? There has been a previous PPP and
Zutari need to rule out this possibility and communicate timeframes to the client.

7.2 Other authorisations : WULA and possible borrow pit application(s). ). Zutari will do the WULA process as
agreed with DWS.

7.3 EMPR: Does Zutari need to submit a final EMPr with the final report (BAR or EIA) as per new
legislation.

7.4 Will Zutari need to submit consent forms for the linear pipeline (latest DFFE consent template) for both
the preferred option as well as a possible alternative ?

Way forward

7.5 EIA or BAR process forward ?

7. ANY OTHER MATTERS AND 8. WAY FORWARD
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Genie De Waal

From: Genie De Waal
Sent: Sunday, 02 June 2024 16:56
To: Genie De Waal; Marianna Taljaard; Corlie Steyn
Cc: Stephan Kleynhans; Frankie A'Bear; Wynand Loftus; Amelia Visagie
Subject: XHARIEP WATER PIPELINE/ WATERPYPLYN: Notification/ Kennisgewing: Public

Participation Process/Publieke Deelnameproses: DFFE Ref No/ Verw Nr:
14/12/16/3/3/1/2996

Attachments: Background Information Document_Xariep_Final.pdf

Importance: High

Dear identified Interested and/or Affected Party

Please be informed that Zutari (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) to
undertake the environmental authorisation application is required in terms of the National Environmental Management
Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) via a Basic Assessment (BA) process, per the 2014 EIA Regulations, as amended,
as well as a Water Use Licence application (WULA) in terms of the National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998) for the
Xhariep pipeline as part of the Greater Mangaung Water Augmentation Project (see Background Information
Document attached).

DWS is proposing to construct a potable water pipeline from the Gariep Dam wall, connecting to the existing bulk
water distribution system for the Greater Bloemfontein Water Supply System (GBWSS). The proposed scheme will
traverse the Xhariep District Municipality and the Kopanong Local Municipality, as well as the Mangaung Metropolitan
Municipality. The project has three key (internal) stakeholders: (i) DWS Head Office (ii) Vaal Central Water Board,
and (iii) Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality. The project falls into the ambit of Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPS) 18
and 19, namely Water and Sanitation Infrastructure. Zutari (Pty) Ltd are the independent environmental consultants
who are undertaking the environmental authorisation and water use licence applications. The competent authority is
the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE). The proposed route is known as Scheme 1B and
will be a potable water pipeline from Gariep Dam to Bloemfontein (mostly along the N1) and Botshabelo / Thaba
Nchu, consisting of:
��  Tie-in at existing pipeline downstream of Gariep Dam
��  A low-lift pumpstation at or near the connection to the Gariep Dam
��  A water treatment works (WTW) with a high-lift pumpstation
��  A command reservoir
��  A booster pumpstation
��  A second command reservoir
��  The entire pipeline route from the Gariep Dam to the connection points in Bloemfontein and near Rustfontein WTW
(supplying Botshabelo / Thaba Nchu)

The listed activities in the regulations that are triggered by this proposed project are as follows:

The draft Basic Environmental Assessment Report is available for comment for a period of 30 days, from the
3rd of June 2024 to the 4th of July 2024, at the following locations:
��  Hard copies at: Gariepdam Library - 11 Patrys Street; Edenburg Library - 16 Church Street; Trompsburg Library –
78 Voortrekker Street; Lourierpark Library - Cnr Doringkiaat & Nanabessie Streets, Lourier Park, Bloemfontein
��  Electronic copy at:
https://geoverse.zutari.com/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=2f48681c19a24836bcfc03da3c653c3a or
https://www.dws.gov.za/projects.aspx
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Comments on the water use licence application may be submitted for a period of 60 days, from 3rd of June
2024 to the 5th of August 2024.

If you wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party and/or submit comments or concerns, please do so
in writing by either using the online registration and comment form at these links:
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/592a24050e154524b919d662e9a37b3e?portalUrl=https://geoverse.zutari.c
om/portal

or by sending an email to xhariep@zutari.com
If necessary, you may also register telephonically during office hours with Marianna Taljaard at +27-44-805-
5410.

*******************

Geagte geïdentifiseerde Belanhebbende en/of Geïnterreseerde Party

Neem asseblief kennis dat Zutari (Edms) Bpk is deur die Departement Water en Sanitasie (DWS) aangestel om die
omgewingsmagtigingsproses vir die Xhariep Pyplyn as deel van die Groter Mangaung Water Aanvullingskema, in
terme van die Nasionale Wet op Omgewingsbestuur (WNOP, Wet Nr. 107 van 1998, soos gewysig), te onderneem,
deur middel van ‘n Basiese Invloedbepalingsproses (BIBP), ingevolge die 2014 Omgewingsinvloedbepalings (OIB)
Regulasies, soos gewysig. ‘n watergebruikslisensie aansoek (WA) in terme van die Nasionale Waterwet (Wet Nr. 36
van 1998) word ook gevolg (sien aangehegte Agtergrond Inligtingsdokument).

DWS beoog om ‘n drinkwaterpyplyn wat deel vorm van ‘n water aanvullingskema vanaf die Gariep Damwal, te bou.
Die pyplyn sal ‘n aansluitingspunt hê by die bestaande grootmaat waterverspreidingstelsel vir die Groter Bloemfontein
Watervoorsieningstelsel (GBWSS). Die voorgestelde skema deurkruis die Xhariep Distrikmunisipaliteit en die
Kopanong Plaaslike Munisipaliteit, sowel as die Mangaung Metropolitaanse Munisipaliteit. Die projek bestaan uit drie
sleutel (interne) belanghebbendes: (i) DWS Hoofkantoor (ii) Vaal Sentrale Waterraad, en (iii) Mangaung
Metropolitaanse Munisipaliteit. Die projek val in die bestek van die Strategiese Geïntegreerde Projekte (SIPS) 18 en
19, naamlik Water en Sanitasie Infrastruktuur. Zutari (Edms) Bpk is die onafhanklike omgewingskonsultante wat die
omgewingsmagtigings- en watergebruikslisensie aansoeke onderneem. Die Departement van Bosbou, Visserye en
die Omgewing (DBVO) is die bevoegde owerheid wat die aansoek sal oorweeg. Die voorgestelde roete staan bekend
as Skema 1B en sal ‘n drinkwaterpypleiding wees vanaf die Gariep Dam tot by Bloemfontein (meestal langs die N1)
en Botshabelo/ Thaba Nchu. Dit sal bestaan uit die volgende infrastruktuur:
��  Aansluiting by bestaande pyplyn, stroomaf van die Gariep Dam
��  ‘n Lae-lig pompstasie by, of naby, die aansluiting met die Gariep Dam
��  ‘n Watersuiweringswerke (WTW) met ‘n hoë-lig pompstasie
��  ‘n Bulk reservoir
��  ‘n Aanjaerpompstasie
��  ‘n Tweede bulk reservoir
��  Die pyplynroete vanaf die Gariep Dam tot by die aansluitingspunte in Bloemfontein asook naby Rustfontein WTW
(verskaf water aan Botshabelo / Thaba Nchu)

Die gelyste aktiwiteite in die regulasies van toepassing tot die projek is as volg:

Die Konsep Basiese Invloedbepalingsverslag (KIBV) is beskikbaar vir kommentaar vir ‘n tydperk van 30 dae,
vanaf 3 Junie 2024 tot 4 Julie 2024, by die onderstaande plekke:
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��  Harde kopieë by: Gariepdam Biblioteek - Patrysstraat 11; Edenburg Biblioteek - Kerkstraat 16; Trompsburg 
Biblioteek – Voortrekkerstraat 78; Lourierpark Biblioteek – Hoek van Doringkiaat- & Nanabessiestrate, Lourierpark,
Bloemfontein
��  Elektroniese afskrif by:
https://geoverse.zutari.com/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=2f48681c19a24836bcfc03da3c653c3a of
https://www.dws.gov.za/projects.aspx

Kommentaar kan op die watergebruikslisensie aansoek gelewer word vir ‘n periode van 60 dae, vanaf 3 Junie
2024 tot 5 Augustus 2024.

Indien u as ‘n Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party (B&GP) wil registreer en/ of kommentaar wil lewer,
word u uitgenooi om dit asseblief skriftelik te doen, óf deur die gebruik van die aanlynregistrasie en
kommentaarvorm as u ondergenoemde aanlynskakels volg:
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/592a24050e154524b919d662e9a37b3e?portalUrl=https://geoverse.zutari.c
om/portal

of per epos na xhariep@zutari.com
Indien nodig, kan u ook binne kantoorure telefonies by Marianna Taljaard registreer, op +27-44-8055410.

Genie De Waal ND Business Computing

SENIOR CONSULTANT: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION    |   ZUTARI

E Genie.deWaal@zutari.com W zutari.com

Zutari is a proud B-BBEE Level 1 contributor in South Africa.
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APPENDIX 3.1: ADVERT (CITY PRESS) 
  



DAYA ASKS:

I
f a legal guardian makes a claim from a beneficiary 
trust must the guardian submit his or her payslips as 
well as income and expenditure? How would the 
fund trustees know whether the guardian is being 

responsible or reckless in financial matters?

DAVID HURFORD, THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
AT FAIRHEADS REPLIES:

T
ypically, the beneficiary fund trustees do not 
perform an assessment on the guardian or 
caregiver's competence to manage money 
appropriately. This is the job of the retirement 

fund trustees as part of their Section 37c deliberations 
when deciding on an appropriate mode of payment to a 
minor dependent of a deceased retirement fund member.

Once the benefit is placed in the beneficiary fund, the 
primary objective of the fund is to ensure that the benefit 
is used in the interests of the child. The beneficiary fund 
should work closely with the guardian to make sure that 
the money is used to help the child through their 
formative years.
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KARL ASKS:
I would like to know if I would be allowed to 

access or withdraw all my pension if I decide to 
emigrate to another country?

CITY PRESS REPLIES:
This will depend on whether you resign or retire 

from the fund and whether you have a company 
pension/provident fund or a retirement annuity.

On 1 March 2021 a new rule was introduced 
around financial emigration and accessing your 
retirement funds.

This affected members of retirement annuities, 
and those who are retiring, by restricting South 
Africans who have financially emigrated from 
withdrawing certain retirement funds until three 
consecutive years have passed.

After this three-year period, an individual will 
need to prove that they are a non-SA resident for 
tax and exchange control purposes.

EARLY WITHDRAWALS (PRIOR TO AGE 55):
.  If you resign from your employer, you would 

be able to withdraw your retirement benefits as 
normal, although these will be taxed. 

.  Pension preservation fund / provident 
preservation fund members (with no prior 
withdrawals) are still able to access their 
retirement benefits, net of tax, and can transfer the 
funds abroad.

.  Retirement annuity members wanting to access 
their funds need to financially emigrate before 
transferring the funds abroad. Their retirement 
funds will need to remain invested in South Africa 
for at least three years.

RETIREMENT (FROM AGE 55):
.  Provident preservation fund members will be 

granted access to their full benefit, which can be 
taken abroad.

.  Pension preservation fund / retirement annuity 
members can access up to one-third of the capital, 
which can be taken abroad.

Members wanting to access the full benefit will 
need to emigrate financially.

On emigration, the benefit will be subject to a 
higher tax rate.

Their retirement fund will possibly need to remain 
invested in South Africa for at least three years.

Can I take my 
pension if I emigrate?

Will child maintenance 
affect my pension payout?

VINCENT ASKS:
I resigned at the end of March 2024. After I had 

resigned, I was served with a garnish order for child 
maintenance. Will this affect my pension payout from 
the Government Employees Pension Fund (GEPF)?

CITY PRESS REPLIES:
According to the GEPF, if the fund is still 

processing the resignation benefit, then the child 
maintenance claim (garnishee) will affect your 
pension payout.

However, if you had already received the pension 
payout then the court would have to instruct for the 
funds to be garnisheed from your bank account.

Benefits can be distributed from the beneficiary fund in 
three ways:

.  A regular income which can be paid to the guardian 
or caregiver on a monthly basis (or the frequency 
decided upon by the guardian);

.  Ad hoc capital requests; and

.  The final termination benefit which is paid to the 
member (child) when they reach the age of majority, or 
some other date as determined by the board of trustees.

The regular income payments are typically structured 
to cover the daily living expenses of the child.

How the money is used by the guardian is not 
controlled, and therefore these payments are relatively 
small with larger amounts being paid upon request.

Ad hoc capital requests are assessed and verified, and 

in most cases paid directly to the service provider (such 
as a school for school fees).

In some cases, a guardian may request that the regular 
income be increased due to a change in their 
circumstances. The beneficiary fund trustees may request 
information about the household income and expenses to 
assess whether it would be in the interest of the minor to 
increase the regular income, or whether the increase 
would be used to fund items from which the member 
would not benefit.

In conclusion, there are occasions where the 
beneficiary fund may request information from the 
guardian in order to have a more wholistic view of the 
financial circumstances of the household in which the 
child lives.

MUST A LEGAL GUARDIAN PROVIDE

proof of expenses?

NJABULO ASKS:

I s it worthwhile to invest small change into shares 
on an app like Easy Equities from time to time? 
This may be the odd R50 to R100 on an exchange 

traded fund or even to invest in a company.
Does it make any tangible difference in the long 

term? I don't think I could afford a structured or 
rigid investment plan now as I am on debt review 
until the end of 2025 and feeling the pinch.

CITY PRESS REPLIES:

You would be surprised how small amounts 
add up, but it is all about leaving the money 
to grow. Only invest money you will not need 

in the next five years or more.
If you are under debt review, a good strategy 

would be to build up an emergency fund first in a 
bank savings account.

This will provide some liquidity should you face an 
unexpected expense. You do not want to be in a 
position where you must sell your investments.

In the short term those investments can fall in 
value, and you may be forced to sell at a loss.

Easy Equity has a great, low-cost platform that 
allows for small value purchases. However, it is best 
to opt for something like an exchange traded fund 
(ETF) on the platform as that will give you a 
diversified exposure for a small amount of money. 

Buying a single share is riskier as it all depends on 
how that single company performs. With an ETF you 
have better diversification, and you can even select 

one that invests offshore. 
FNB has a great range of locally listed exchange-

traded notes (ETNs) that track the performance of 
globally listed shares. You can invest in an ETN for as 
little as R10.

Another option is the Stash App which is zero-cost 
and accommodates small deposits into a tax-free 
savings account.

IS IT WORTH INVESTING
small�amounts?small�amounts?

MATOKGO ASKS:

I have had a home loan with FNB for 15 years. The 
outstanding balance is currently R70 000 and I have 
about R432 000 in my access account. Why can't I 

just pay off my house with the money in my access 
account?

JUDY JANSE VAN VUUREN OF FNB HOME 
AND STRUCTURED LENDING REPLIES:

Your home loan is reduced and paid off by regular 
payments which are made up of principal debt 
(the amount originally borrowed) and interest 

over the loan term (the time that one has during which 
the loan is to be repaid).

For example, let's assume a R10 500 repayment 
monthly, the breakdown of this repayment is a portion 
towards interest, and a portion towards the principal 
amount loaned, which will reduce over time.

Should you elect to pay R11 000 repayment, it means 
that you have paid R500 extra. This R500 will reduce 
your outstanding balance with the R500 and form what 

is known as prepaid funds (funds you have repaid in 
excess of your monthly repayment). Any prepaid funds 
reduce the outstanding balance, and by default, because 
your balance is lower, the amount of interest is lower 
as you are charged interest on the outstanding balance.

As a result of the R500 immediately reducing your 
outstanding balance, should you choose to access these 
funds, it means you are taking out the funds you paid in 
advance, and thereby increasing the balance with the 
amount you withdraw.

The loan will be recalculated if you withdraw to 
ensure you repay the outstanding balance within the 
remaining term.

In the example provided above, your outstanding loan 
balance is R70 000, and you have R432 000 available 
to access. That is effectively a line of credit that is 
available to you.

If you access the R432 000, you are withdrawing the 
amount that has been repaid and your balance will go 
up to R502 000 (R70 000 outstanding balance + 
R432 000 prepaid funds you have access). 

Can I settle my home loan with my prepaid funds?
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